The OLD TESTAMENT

TABERNACLE

a series of seven Bible Studies
to encourage you to discover
some of the spiritual lessons
that God reveals to His people so that
they can journey with Him
and reach His glorious promised land.

By John Nixon

www.godswordsays.com

Bible Study on The Tabernacle
Study 1.
Ex 25:1-8. 27:9-19. 40:33.
[❁ indicates where visuals could be shown.]

❁
Introduction to The Tabernacle (Exodus 25:1 to 31:18. & 35:4 to 40:38.) [13 chapters!]
Let us start by answering some questions about the Tabernacle in today’s study.
1. WHERE were God’s Law and God’s plans revealed to His people? – Gal 4:21-26.
2. WHY had Moses brought the people to Mount Sinai? Exodus 3:9-12.
God had sent him to bring them out of slavery in Egypt and to bring them to worship Him
at this mountain.
3. WHAT was revealed to Moses by God on Mount Sinai?

Exodus 20:1-17. 25:8-9.

Moses received the 10 commandments and detailed plan for the construction on a
sanctuary – The Tabernacle..
❁ [God’s instructions on Mount Sinai.]
4.

WHOSE idea was the Tabernacle? And WHAT was the main purpose of the
Tabernacle to be?

It was God’s plan and purpose and was to be a meeting place where sinful man and Holy
God could meet.
Exodus 25:8.
5. Out in the desert WHERE would they get the materials required to build the
Tabernacle? And WHO was to build it? And HOW would they build it? Ex 25:1-9.
Ex 36:5-7. Stop! You have brought enough!! God can use our gifts if we yield them to His
plans.

❁
6.

[Building materials and the builders.]
WHAT separated the Tabernacle from the people and WHY do you think God wanted
the meeting place to be so isolated from their camp? Ex 27:9-19.

A white curtain about 7.5 feet (2.3 metres) high isolated the courtyard surrounding the
Tabernacle from the rest of the camp. .The only break in the curtain was at the east end. A
20 cubit entrance in the 50 cubit wide fence. Because of God’s holiness and man’s
sinfulness it was necessary to
God (Commandments 1-4), and they failed in their atteir
7. WHAT lessons do you think the fence and single entrance teach us about access to
God?
Ex 40:33.
❁
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Isaiah 59:2.

/ (Ezekiel 39:23-24.)

[The courtyard]
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Bible Study on The Tabernacle

Study 2.

Exodus 38:1-7. 40:29-33. Leviticus 1:1-17. 5:5-10.
The Altar of the Burnt Offering.

[❁ indicates where visuals could be shown.]

❁ [Altar]
1. Where was the Altar of burnt offering to be placed? Ex 40:29-33.
`

❁ [Plan of courtyard] (Note - Indicate the approximate size by comparing it to some local
familiar place.
2. What did a guilty sinner have to do to be atoned before God? Lev 5:5-10. 4:32-35.

`❁ [Goat to the Altar.]

3. Link each of the following Bible passages with the phrase you think best sums it up:
Leviticus 1:3,10. / Lev 1:4. / Lev 1:5, 11. / Lev 1:9, 13. / Lev 5:15-17. / Lev 5:18-19. /
Hebrews 10:1. / Heb 10:2-3.
 Perfectly innocent ………………………………….


Death (blood)

………………………………….



Substitute

………………………………….



Guilty sinner

………………………………….



for my sins

………………………………….



destroyed

………………………………….



to be repeated

………………………………….



insufficient

………………………………….

❁ [See goat described at the altar.]
4. How much can you see in this “shadow” of the reality that is spoken of in 1 Cor 15:3-4.
and Rom 6:9-10.

❁ [See the type or shadow explained.]
5. Can you give a few scriptures that speak of Jesus death as our substitute?

❁ [substitute.]
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Bible Study on The Tabernacle

The Laver & priests.

Exodus 28. & 30:17-21.

Study 3.

[❁ indicates where visuals could be shown.]

❁ [Restricted area – priests and Levites only.]
1.

Which were the only families that God said were to be set apart for serving in the
Tabernacle? See Numbers 3:1-10. Hebrews 5:1-4.
Aaron and his sons were to be the priestly family, and the family of Levi (Levites) were to be their
assistants

2. Was there anything about the appearance of the priests to mark them out as people to
be respected and approved? Exodus 28:1-29
They were to have a particular dress code and on their forehead have “Holy to the Lord”.
The High Priest had very elaborate dress including an ornate breastplate that symbolized the 12
tribes he represented.
3. What were the URIM and the THUMMIM, and where were they to be kept? Ex 28:29-30.
Numbers 27:21. 1 Sam 28:6.
These two stones were to be used to determine answers from God about decisions to be made.
They were kept in the breastplate of the High Priest.
❁
[The high Priest garments]
4. What were the two main areas of duty for the priests? Exodus 40:32. 30:20-21.
They were responsible to serve at the altar and to attend to duties in the Tabernacle. They went
to WORK before the people, and they went to WORSHIP (Tabernacle) before the Lord.
5. What did they have to do each time before going about their duties? Exodus 30:17-19.
40:30-31.
They had to be sure to wash their hands and feet at the Laver before proceeding with their
worship or their work.
6. What is the special family that the priests spoken of in 1 Pet 2:5, 9-12. have to belong
to? And who all are in that family?
John 1:12. Gal 4:4-6. To be a priest unto God today you must be born again, accepted into
God’s family by faith in Jesus Christ. Who are in the “family”? John 1:12. Gal 3:26. 4:6.

❁

[Priests duties and cleanliness. Laver made from the women’s “mirrors”. Ex 38:8. / See Job 13:23.
To Show me my sin. / Reminds us of “the Law” – “the Word of God” - Jas 1:22-25. Rom 3:20b. [BEWARE those who ignore the LAVER and choose to live in rebellion rejecting the principles of God’s Word reflected there,
and refusing to be cleansed from their wilful ways, will often try to influence you to do so as well. Cf Eve!]

7. God’s standards for the priesthood are very high! In the light of Heb 7:24 - 8:1 in how
many ways can you find the OT priests would have surely fallen short of God’s
standard?

❁ [God’s priesthood checklist. See www.godswordsays.com/TestYourPriest.pdf ]
8. From the O.T. priests what can we learn about what is expected from God’s servants
today?
We are to be a holy people. Lev 19:2. 1 Pet 1:15-16. 2:5, 9-12. We should be people who are well
respected and humble servants of God. We need to constantly keep our lives (hands & feet)
clean – washed in the blood of the Lamb. see Rev 1:5-6. Tit 2:11-14. We are to pay attention to
our WORSHIP of God and to our WORK in ministering to others.

❁

[Conclusion]
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www.godswordsays.com

Bible Study on The Tabernacle

Tent frame construction.

Study 4.

Exodus 26:15-30. [❁ indicates where visuals could be shown.]

❁ [The Tent uncovered.]
1. What problems could you anticipate if you wanted to have a fairly large portable and
reliable structure to withstand desert conditions?
It would have to be able to withstand wind and sandstorm and maybe rain at times. It would
require to be well designed having some kind of solid and dependable support in sandy ground! It
would have to be reasonably easy to assemble and take down and pack up.
2. How did these people who had been used to building with handmade clay bricks get the
know-how to design and construct a reliable tent structure? Exodus 26:30. 39:42-43.
God had designed it in every detail and Moses inspected the work to make sure it had been done
according to the plan given to him on Sinai.
3. What was the framework of the Tabernacle to be made from? And why was the basic
material used to make them not obvious? Ex 26:15-30.
The many frames were made out of Acacia wood. A deep rooted spiny desert tree. It had to be
cut down and shaped according to the plan and it was then covered with gold! Compare the
sinner cut off from the wild desert life and shaped by God’s plan to become something He can
cover to appear beautiful and be useful in His Temple. 2 Cor 5:17-21. Ep 4:22-24. 1 Cor 1:27-31.
❁ [Acacia tree frames]
4. How would these gold covered frames stand up in the unstable desert sands and through
desert storms? Exodus 36:20-34.
Each plank was made having two projections at the bottom. Two solid silver bases were made to
be buried into the ground under each plank and the projections were inserted into the bases.
❁ [Acacia tree frames fitted into silver bases and combined together.]
5. Why was this construction being put up in the midst of the camp of the Israelites? Ezekiel
37:27-28. Note Acts 7:48-50!
It was to be a picture or shadow to convey to the people the glorious concept of God wanting to
dwell in the midst of His people. It was only a shadow because God does not dwell in man-made
temples. Acts 7:48-50. But note 1 Cor 3:16-17.
❁ [The framework structure and its purpose.] (Note – The Holy Place approximately as long
as the width of CBC.)
6. What lessons can we learn from the frames uses in the construction of the Tabernacle that
are very important to us as members of Christ’s Body, the Church?
The Christian Church is made up of “made new” individuals We had to be rescued from the wild
desert, (Ep 2:1-3.), we had to cut off from what we were and shaped into something useful for
God’s plan (2 Cor 5:17.). We had to be fixed into a good foundation (1 Cor 3:11.) No one stands
alone! We should only be united to similar “made new” members (2 Cor 6:14-18.) - bound together
in Christ to withstand all opposition. (Col 3:12-15. Ep 3:4-6.) Silver spoke of the currency of
redemption. (Num 18:16. 2 Cor 1:21-22. We are part of the plan and design of the Heavenly
Blueprint that God has known from eternity. Eph 1:4-14.
❁ [The completed framework consisting of two rooms. Is there a Parable to be found in
this Protective and Preserving tent?]
By John Nixon
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Bible Study on The Tabernacle

The Tent covers.

Study 5 .

Exodus 26:1-14. 36:8-19, 35-38. [❁ indicates where visuals could be

shown.]

❁ [The completed framework.]
1. How did God assure His people that He wanted to be with them and to help them through
all their difficult journeying to the Promised Land? Exodus 25:8. Ezekiel 37:27-28.
Isaiah 63:9.
God wanted them to have a constant reminder, that could always be with them, of the
arrangement by which God was willing to reconcile sinful people to Himself. It would also be a
means of teaching them by illustration about God’s plans, purposes, protection and presence
with His people.
2. What were the names of the two rooms within the gold plated structure, and what
protection was provided to shelter them? Exodus 26:1-37.
The Holy Place and the Most Holy Place were the 2 rooms and they were to be protected by four
different curtains or covers.
3. What were the entrance of the Tabernacle and the dividing curtain inside made of and
what symbols and colours of embroidery yarn were used in it? Exodus 36:35-38
They were made from finely twisted linen skilfully embroidered with blue, purple and scarlet yarn.
Cherubim were embroidered on the material.

❁ [Identify the Entrance and the Veil.]
4. What was the first cover that went over the framework made from? Where else did we find
a similar curtain? Exodus 36:8-13, 35-38. & 27:16
The first cover was made from finely twisted linen skilfully embroidered with blue, purple and
scarlet yarn. The same material was used in the courtyard entrance curtain, in the Tabernacle
entrance curtain and also the dividing curtain (the Veil) within the Tabernacle. Could the three
into one pattern that marks the entrance and covers over the whole Tabernacle remind us of the
gracious provision of Salvation by the skilful weaving and working together of our glorious ThreeIn–One God that made it possible for us to become ACCEPTABLE to God.

❁[The framework and first cover.]
5. What would protect this skilfully woven fabric cover on Tabernacle from the desert sands
and storms? Exodus 36:14-18. (See Leviticus 16:7-10, 20-22.)
Curtains made from goats’ hair were joined together to go over the embroidered fabric.
The goats were the animals associated with the Day of Atonement – the day when the sins of the
people were atoned for and the scapegoat was released to carry the blame into oblivion! FORGIVEN!
And what protects and secures the acceptance we have through the Gospel of Christ? Our sins are
not just carried into the desert to be forgotten! Micah 7:19. Ps 103 12. Isaiah 43:25.
❁[The framework and SECOND cover.]
6. Even further security and protection was provided by additional coverings. – What were
they? Exodus 36:19. & 40:34.
A covering of rams skins dyed red. Surely these could remind us that were are truly safe and
secure covered by the blood of the Lamb! Note Ex 12:13. SURE 1 Jn 1:7. 1 Pet 1:18-19. /
And a further covering of hides of sea cows providing lasting and enduring protection from the
sun, wind and sand etc of the desert. SEALED! Eph 4:30. / The overall covering was the Cloud
of the Glory of the Lord – it was SHIELDED by God’s almighty power! 1 Peter 1:3-5.
❁[The framework and the complete coverings. / EMMANUEL. / God’s Temple. God with us.
/ Preview of next study.]
By John Nixon
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Bible Study on The Tabernacle

The Holy Place.

Exodus 30:1-10. 37:10-29.

Lev 24:1-9.

Study 6.

[❁ indicates where visuals could be shown.]

❁ [Identifying the Holy Place.]
1. As there were no windows in the Tabernacle what was an essential article in the Holy Place?
Leviticus 24:1-3.
The oil lamps of the seven branched golden Lampstand. They had to be kept burning continually – the
light was absolutely necessary at all times.
2. Do you see a picture of Jesus in this? What other pictures could this suggest to us?
Jesus is the Light of the world. He is needed to put away the darkness of sin in the world. John 8:12. /
Jesus also said “You are the light of the world” (Matt 5:14-16.) to turn people from darkness. Acts
26:17-18. / Also God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Ps 119:105. 19:8. 1 Peter
1:19-20. / We need to walk in the Light. (1 John 1:7.)

❁ [The golden lampstand and what it is a picture of.] (Made of Pure Gold - about 40kgs.)
3. What other article of furniture is mentioned in Leviticus 24:5-9? What was it made from? How
big was it? And what was it for? (A cubit is approx. 18ins {45cms})
An acacia table overlaid with pure gold. It was about 3 ft long, 1.5 ft wide, and stood just over
two feet high. {Almost a metre long, nearly 0.5 metre wide, and about 65 cms high.} The Table
was primarily to present the 12 loaves of showbread.
4. What could the 12 loaves of bread in the Holy Place signify for the Israelites? And what could
they signify for us today?
They could remind the 12 tribes of God’s commitment to providing for them - a reminder of God’s
constant provision. This can remind us of Jesus, the Bread of Life that came down from Heaven and
that can constantly nourish His people and provides for them. A “picture” of the food that nourishes &
builds up God’s people – not “bread alone” but the very Word of God. Matt 4:4.

❁ [The Table.]
5.

What was the other object found in the Holy Place? What was it made from? How big was it?
And what was it used for? Exodus 30:1-10.
The Altar of Incense was made from Acacia wood overlaid with pure gold. It was 1.5 ft square and 3ft
high (Approx. 0.5m square and almost 1m high.) It was used for the burning of specific incense regularly
before God.
6. What could this be a picture of? And what significance could there be in the very strict rules to
be observed at this altar? Psalm 141:2. Exodus 30:9, & 34-38.
A picture of acceptable prayers ascending before God. Specific incense indicated that not just
anything could be offered to God. Also required was “the blood of the atoning sin offering” (Ex 30:10.)
Worship of God must not be contaminated with other worship such as that of other gods! The
incense represented offered prayers. Rev 5:8. 8:3-4. Not all praying is acceptable! Prov 1:28-31. Jer
14:10-12. Zec 7:13. Can only be acceptable through Jesus. Jn 14:6. NOTE Lev 16:12 This altar’s effect
was to reach right into the Most Holy Place! See Heb 9:3 “golden censer”. see also Rev 8:3-5.

❁ [The Altar of Incense.]
7. Do you think there is any significance in the fact that there was no provision made for the
priest to sit down – no chair? How did that compare to Jesus role as our Priest?
The work and service of the priests was never finished. They had to return to it day after day and could
never say there is no more to do. Jesus, after He had served as our Great High Priest He SAT DOWN –
His work on our behalf was finished. Hebrews 10:11-12. 1:3. 8:1. 12:2. Revelation 3:21.
❁ [Next time – The mysterious and awesome Most Holy Place.]
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-Bible Study on The Tabernacle

The Most Holy Place.

Study 7.

Ex. 26:30-34. 25:10-22. Lev. 16:2-23 Heb. 9:3-5. Luke 23:45..

[❁ indicates where visuals could be shown.]
❁ [The exterior view of the Tabernacle frames and covers.]
1. What separated the Most Holy Place from the rest of the Tabernacle? Ex 26:31-33.
A heavy curtain, known as the Veil, divided the two rooms. The Veil was made from linen embroidered
with blue, purple and scarlet yarn. (In Herod’s Temple it is believed to have been about 4ins thick.)
2. What was so very special about this room? Ex 16:2. 25:22.
It was here that God would meet with His people.
3. When could the Most Holy Place be entered? Lev 16:2, 15-17, 23. Heb 9:7-10.
It could only be entered on one day of the year – the Day of Atonement (Yon Kippur) and only the High
Priest was allowed to enter on that day.
❁ [The forbidding Veil. An impassable barrier!]
4. What furniture was in the Most Holy Place? Briefly describe it. Exodus 25:10-22.
Only one piece of furniture was kept in this room; it was the Ark of the Covenant – 2½ cubits long and 1½
cubits wide and 1½ cubits high (45X27X27 ins). An acacia wood chest overlaid with pure gold. The very special
lid on it was called the Mercy Seat or Atonement Cover was made of pure gold and portrayed two
Cherubim facing each other from each end of the lid. (NB “Coals” and “incense” from the Altar of Incense
were taken into the Most Holy Place in a golden censer by the High Priest. See Lev 16:12-15. Heb 9:3-4.)
5. What was inside Ark? Hebrews 9:4.
In the ark were the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant. (Ten Commandments)
❁ [The Ark of the Covenant – its contents….!]
6. How do the contents of the Ark focus our attention on the Messiah – the Lord Jesus Christ?
God high standard was only achieved by Jesus who never sinned (Hebrews 4:15.); Jesus is “the true
Bread from Heaven that gives live” to us (John 6:32-36.); the once dead branch that budded with life to
confirm God’s chosen priest (Numbers 17:1-11.) reminds us of God’s confirmation of Jesus as our Priest
and Saviour by raising Him from the dead. (Acts 2:22-36.)
7. On what basis or condition was God prepared to meet with sinful mankind’s representative?
See Hebrews 9:7-14.
The representative priest must present the blood of the substitute on the Atonement Cover until the
Messiah would come to fulfil all that this Ark stood for. This was done year after year UNTIL Christ
came – He entered the Heavenly Temple “once for all by His own blood - The blood of the Perfect One
represented by the contents of the Ark of the Covenant - having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb
9:11-12.)
8. Something happen that resulted in the destruction of the Veil. What was it and why was the
Veil destroyed? Mk 15:37-39. John 19:28-30.
At the time of Christ the veil in Herod’s Temple was probably about 4ins thick and 60 ft tall. Torn from top
to bottom implied it was an act of God. God has opened the way into His presence for us to have access to
Him. “It is finished!” see Heb 10:19-22. 6:19-20.

❁ [The High Priest comes to the Ark of the Covenant. –
Access no longer denied! Our Great Salvation.]
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To obtain answers with these Bible Studies go to www.godswordsays.com/TabernacleBibleStudyAnswers.pdf

I hope you have found these Bible Studies helpful.
If you have you will find many other Studies that might interest and challenge you at

www.godswordsays.com/BibleStudyIndex.html
these include

Parable of Jesus
Metaphors Jesus used
The Holy Spirit
Acts of the Apostles
Revelation
and others.

Please encourage others to get involved in Bible Study.
You could try to get others to study along with you!
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