REVELATION
Set 2. Studies 11-18.

Eight studies introducing Revelation chapters 6-14.
Here you will find assurance that God is not willing that any should perish
but that all should come to repentance. (Ezekiel 33:11.)

By John Nixon.

The REVELATION of
the imminent complete fulfilment
of God’s plan from eternity past
for mankind.
A few suggestions for using this course:




The answers for most of the questions are to be found within the Bible passage being
considered. If you find some question(s) difficult to answer move on to following questions
until you have opportunity to consult with others or request my “answers” to relate to.
For group study provide each member of the class with a copy of the lesson the week before
the study is due. This will allow them time to study the passage and prepare their answers to
the questions in order to be ready to participate in the Bible Study Class.
If the class participates freely in prolonged discussion and conversation about the questions it
may be better to divide each lesson into two and only do five questions at each study. That
way your course will last twice as long!

By John Nixon

www.godswordsays.com

Study 11/25 of REVELATION.

The Lamb opens the seals!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 6:1-17.

The great day of wrath!

Memory verse Psalm 2 : 12.

1.

What had the four Living Creatures been very involved in doing in chapter 5? (See 5:8-14.)
They were seen to be very involved in worshipping and glorifying the Lamb.

What are the four Living Creatures seen to be responsible for in chapter 6?

They were the heralds that announced the coming of the judgments from God.
Perhaps their role could be summed up as glorifying God by promoting His worship and His will.

2. Who set about opening the seals?

The Lamb opened the seals.

Why did the four Living Creatures not break open the seals of the awesome scroll? (See 5:9-10.)

The only One found worthy to take the scroll and open its seals was the Lamb on the throne.

3. What did the opening of the first four seals have in common?

Each broken seal was like a switch that triggered a new phase in the series of God’s last dealings with
the world before the final judgments were unleashed upon the earth. Each of the first four opened
seals resulted in the release of a singular horse and rider. Each of these God-appointed ruthless
individuals was called forth to deliver different judgments upon the whole earth.

4. Describe how each of the first four plagues will come about and the successive effects they will have upon the earth.
The white horse whose rider was “given a crown” went out conquering and subduing the world.
The fiery red horse whose rider “was given power.. and a .. sword” to bring chaos and death on earth.
The black horse whose rider carried scales brought about an unequal balance of scarcity & plenty!
The pale horse whose rider was “death” bringing death, famine & plague upon a quarter of the earth.

5. What reason could God have for only partially judging the earth with these plagues instead of totally as in the flood?

Surely it is because of His great grace and mercy! 2 Peter 3:9. “The Lord is not slow in keeping His
promise, .. He is patient…, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” /
Ezek. 33:11. The Sovereign LORD says, ”I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather
that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die,..” Rom 2:4.

6. Can you see a parallel between what is to happen when these seals are broken and what God did to Pharaoh and the
Egyptians in Exodus 9:13-16? Yes. God could have easily wiped mankind of the face of the earth but in a
last gracious gesture He displays His power and reveals a foretaste of His awful judgments –
providing surviving mankind with another opportunity to repent. God our Saviour wants all men to
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 1 Tim 2:3-4. Rev 2:21.

7. What did the opening of the fifth seal reveal?

Does that revelation support the answers to 5 & 6?

V.9-11. The souls of the martyrs knew that God would avenge their blood - but why delay? The delay
was to give others the opportunity to repent and avail of God’s grace and mercy. (Answers 5 & 6)
The full quota of names in the Lamb’s Book of Life, sealed up in this scroll from eternity past, would
include those saved by God’s grace on the very last opportunity! See Matthew 20:9-16

8. What terrors and horrors did the opening of the sixth seal reveal?

“A great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth … , the whole moon turned blood red. The
stars in the sky fell to earth… The sky receded like a scroll rolling up. Every mountain and island was
removed from its place.”
Surely that should awaken people to realise the power and judgment of
God that threatened the whole universe! What a loud call to repentance and to avail of God’s grace!

9. What response did these events produce from the whole of mankind?

Kings.. princes.. generals.. rich.. mighty.. slave.. freemen – they all hid in caves and foolishly sought
refuge among rocks of the mountains! They called on the mountains and rock to fall on them, instead
of calling upon God to save them! These who hadn’t been killed by the awful events wanted to be
buried alive by rocks and mountains instead of availing of the grace of God in Salvation!

10. What was it they were so terrified about?

v. 16-17. “…hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!
For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” See Isaiah 13:6-13. and Psalm
2:10-12. “…Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for His wrath can flare
up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.” God’s Salvation was still available to them!
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Study 12/25 of REVELATION.

The worthy Lamb!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 7:1-17.

The Lamb Shepherd!

Memory verse: Matthew 25 : 34.

1.

What clue are we given that enables us to know when the things about to be revealed would happen?
7:1. “After this..” suggests that this is the next event in the timing and sequence of the revelations.
This would seem to be further details of the consequences associated with the opening of the sixth
seal as recorded in chapter 6:12-17. (Remember the chapter divisions are not “inspired”!)

2. What further details are revealed to add to the horrific events already listed in chapter 6:12-17?
The atmosphere on the earth will become unbearable - motionless and airless - as four angels
“prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree.” Four angels had been given
the power to harm the land and the sea, but another event had to take place first!

3. What are we told about the people who are the cause of the delay of the angelic judgments on the land and sea and
trees? 144,000 had to receive “the seal of the Living God” upon their foreheads. The identity of these
people could not be clearer! These were Jewish people from all the tribes of Israel - 12,000 from
each of the 12 tribes - God’s promises to Abraham and David are forever. Rom 11.
Jos 21:45.

4. Meanwhile who were the people in Heaven and what condition were they in?
v.9. A great multitude without number from every nation, tribe, people and language assembled
before the throne and the Lamb. They were in festive mood wearing white robes and holding palm
branches as they loudly praised the Lamb.

5. What" did the great international company of white robed people have to say in praise of the Lamb?

v.10. “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
They acknowledge the Lamb as their God enthroned in Heaven and as their source of salvation. See
Acts 5:30-32. They acknowledged WHO He was and WHAT He had done for them. John 20:31.

6. Who were the others in Heaven who joined in the worship of the Lamb on the throne? And what had they to say in
worship of God?
v.11-12. The angels, the elders and the four Living Creatures said, "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom
and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!"
(Also 19:4.)

7. “These in white robes – who are they, and where did they come from? (v.13.)
7:14. "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Obviously some were still being redeemed out of the
time of great tribulation that was upon the earth. (See Rev 20:4.)

8. How do you think these people had come to be clothed in these white garments?

These had availed of the cleansing of the blood of the Lamb who had been slain for their sins and now
they were clothed in His righteousness. 1 John 1:7-10. Rom 3:22. Isaiah 61:10.
The devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Rev 2:10.

9. What can you find out about their role and the conditions they have inherited?
They are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple. They have the sure
and certain protection of the Lamb over them and they will never hunger or thirst or be consumed
with excessive heat. All their tears will be wiped away. v. 15-17. See John 14:1-3.

10. What strange mix of metaphors is found in this revelation? How do you account for this double metaphor that
combines two different pictures of Jesus in one?

The Lamb will be their Shepherd! The Lamb who willing became sin for us (John 1:29.) and died as
our substitute now lives and rules forever as the Shepherd of all who put their trust in Him. John
10:11.
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Study 13/25 of REVELATION.

God’s judgments intensify!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 8:1-13.

Mercy triumphs over judgment!

Memory verse: 2 Peter 3 : 9.

1.

When the time comes for the opening of the last of the seven seals that guards the contents of this awesome scroll,
what will be the momentous response of the whole company of Heaven?

The sense of anticipation and expectation resulted in a deafening silence for about half an hour! If
as suggested (Study 10 - Rev 5.) this was the Lamb’s Book of Life its final revelation would be eagerly
sought - the list of those redeemed by the blood of the Lamb to be revealed in this eternal roll book!

2. The events associated with the opening of the seventh seal will have to be fulfilled before the content is revealed.
How are these final judgments of God going to be ushered in?

Seven angels were given seven trumpets and they would each in succession announce the catastrophic
judgments to be released upon the earth.

3. Can you think of any significance in the fact that the same censer used to present the “prayers of all the saints” will
also be the censer used to initiate the awful judgments due to fall upon the earth?
The acceptable aroma of the prayers of the saints brings into focus the reason for God being about
to display such great wrath and vengeance on those who persecuted His people.
(see 6:10-11. Rom 12:19. ) See Luke 18:7-8.

4. What will the sounding of the first trumpet herald?

It will send forth judgment and destruction upon the world of nature; the earth, trees and grass.
When we compare the judgments of God in the plagues in Egypt (Ex 7:14f.) we find the water was
turned to blood – could this judgment be rain water “hurled down upon the earth” as blood? And “hail
fell and lightening flashed back and forth,” (Ex 9:24) - forerunners of much worst things to follow.

5. What will the sounding of the second trumpet herald?

It brought forth judgments that focused upon the sea and the creatures and traffickers of the sea.
This judgment affected one third of the sea turning it to blood, and one third of the creatures and
traffickers of the sea being destroyed. The whole world would obviously be aware to this unequalled
disaster and it should surely have been a wake–up call to acknowledge God. (Compare Exodus 7:3-5.)

6. What will the sounding of the third trumpet herald?

God’s judgments continue to intensify upon the earth! A great star called “wormwood” fell like a
blazing torch from the sky polluting one third of the rivers and springs of water. A third of the
waters turned bitter causing many people to die. Surely NOW mankind should acknowledge God and
turn to Him for mercy! Like Pharaoh the world continues to defy God showing no sign of repentance!

7. “Wormwood” is the meaning of a modern city called Chernobyl! Does the name Chernobyl convey anything to you?

On 26 April 1986, Reactor No. 4 at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine, exploded. The
battle to contain the contamination and avert a greater catastrophe ultimately involved over 500,000
workers and cost an estimated 18 billion rubles. The contamination cause death and cancer etc and is
still affecting many today. “Wormwood” will contaminate 1/3 of the earth! What a warning!

8. What will the sounding of the fourth trumpet herald?

v.12. “A third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of
them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.” Again we see
the plagues of Egypt reflected in this as darkness deepens and ominous disaster looms; still mankind
fails to turn to God! (Contrast Saul’s submission to the display of God’s power. Acts 26:19.)

9. Can you think of any reason why God would restrict His wrath and judgment to one third of the natural world?

2 Pet 3:9. “He is patient with (mankind), not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.”
James 2:13. “Mercy triumphs over judgment!” It is evident that God is merciful
right to the very end and it will be His very last resort to bring final judgment on unrepentant
mankind. See Ezekiel 33:11. & 18:23, 32. Matthew 23:37.

10. What words of warning came from the eagle for each of the remaining trumpets that were still to be sounded out?

v.13. “Woe! Woe! Woe!” A clear warning that each of the remaining three trumpets would sound out
a serious message of woe to the inhabitants of the earth! Mankind is given a timely warning, take
heed and Repent!
(Psalm 9:7-20. & Psalm 2.)
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Study 14/25 of REVELATION.

The end is nigh!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 9:1-21.

The wrath to come!

Memory verse 1 Thessalonians 1 : 9-10.

1.

When the fifth angel will sound his trumpet what horrific series of events will commence?

A star fallen from the sky to the earth was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. When opened,
smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the
smoke from the Abyss. And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given
power like that of scorpions.

2. Compare Joel’s (2:30-31.) description of the lead up to the Day of the Lord. Do you see similarities with these
events in Revelation 9?

Joel 2:30-31. Joel speaks of “billows of smoke” (literally billows like palm trees!!) causing the sun to
be darkened. How very descriptive of atomic and nuclear warfare as we know of it today! What a
“can of worms” that would open upon the earth!!

3. What was the fallout from the gigantic furnace-like smoke going to have upon people?

Out of the smoke locust-like creatures will come having the ability to inflict painful scorpion-like
stings on their victims. People will suffer torture from them for five months but will not die. The
sting will cause awful agony for the sufferers but they will not be able to die from the sting! God is
allowing further opportunity to repent and avail of His offer of Salvation!

4. What restrictions or limitations were placed upon the power and influence of this awful plague?

Although locust-like they will not harm grass, plant or tree. Everyone except those who have the seal
of God on their foreheads will be exposed to the attacks of these creatures!
Note: 2 Peter 2:9. God will preserve the remnant of His people - the 144,000 of the Jews who were
sealed. (see Rev 7:3-8.)

5. Here are some adjectives I would use to describe these locust-like creatures. Can you link any of the descriptions
given in verses 7-11 with these words?
Lions teeth
women’s hair
stinging scorpion tails /
Destructive ………………………
/ Attractive …………………../
Cruel ……………………….
Like
battle
horses
sound
of
their
wings
human faces
Fearless ………………………/ Terrifying ……………………………./ Deceptive ……………….../
iron breastplates
crowns of gold
Indestructible ……………………./
Amazing …………………………../
6. Where did these demonic locust-like creatures come from and who was their king?

They came out of the smoke coming out of the Abyss, and “they had as king over them the angel of
the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon. (Destroyer.)” (Rev. 9;11. )
Here we see God is permitting limited licence to the god of this world and using him as an instrument
of demonic punishment on a rebellious world.
Note Habakkuk 1:12- 2:1.

7. The sixth trumpet will herald another woe. What will this second woe to be?

The 2nd woe began when four angels who represented a gigantic army – possibly four combined armies
numbering 200 million - at the great river Euphrates release this fighting force upon the world that
will kill a third of mankind! (The revelation of the second woe continues until 11:14.)

8. God works to a very exact time-table in bringing about His purposes.
Can you see any reference to God’s detailed timing of events?

v.15. These armies have been prepared and “kept ready for this very hour and day and month and
year.” This has been known and determined by God according to His plan and purpose from all
eternity. Compare Acts 2:23. 4:27-28. Isaiah 46:9-11.

9. What destructive elements did this terrifying army employ in their destruction of one third of mankind?

v 17-19. Fire, smoke and sulphur from the mouths of the horses and serious injury from their tails!.
Could this have been a revelation of modern weapons and warfare that John saw and this is his
attempt to describe what he saw in the light of warfare familiar to his own times and comparisons?

10. What was the surviving population unwilling to repent of?

They refused to turn from their idolatry (worship of their own abilities and achievements) their
murders, magic arts, sexual immorality or their thefts.
PS. “magic arts” is the translation given to the Greek word "pharmakeia” which can be translated as the use or

administering of drugs. (from it the English word Pharamacy)
By John Nixon

Doesn’t that translation seem relevant to our present age?

Study 15/25 of REVELATION.

Faithful witnesses!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 10:1 – 11:14.

Preach the Word!

Memory verse Ezekiel 33 : 11.

1.

Although one third of mankind had been killed (9:18.) the surviving population showed no repentance! (9:20-21.)
What indication was there that even yet God had a message for those still alive on sea and land?

An awesome angel from Heaven stood on the sea and land bearing an open scroll. (An open letter.) It
would seem that God was still willing to communicate and negotiate with rebellious mankind, and He
certainly was moving heaven and earth to get their attention! See Isaiah 1:18-20. Ezekiel 33:11.

2. What indication is given that the unrevealed content of the little scroll was a message from God for the surviving
“peoples, nations, languages and kings”?

Although John was the one who was to “eat” the scroll, and to him it was sweet as honey in his mouth,
yet the outcome was “sour”. John was commissioned to “prophesy” to the people (10:11.) although he
realised that the outcome would be a sour and bitter one!
Compare Ezekiel 2:1-3:19.

3. Do you detect anything in the angel’s message to indicate that God’s patience and gracious offer to the world was
soon to come to an end?
There was an ominous warning that the imminent sounding of the seventh trumpet would usher in
God’s final dealings with rebellious mankind – “There will be no more delay!” (v. 6.)
See 2 Peter 3:9-10.
Genesis 6:3, 6-8.
Romans 9:22-24.

4. Despite the worldwide devastation and death what very significant surviving building is our attention drawn to and
what do we find out about it?

The Temple of God and the altar were not only surviving as buildings but were in use drawing Jewish
and Gentile worshippers to the site. For 42 months the Gentiles were having access to the outer
court.

5. What other notable witness was to take place before the final woe of the seventh trumpet came to pass?

God would give power to His two witnesses and would prophecy for 1260 days clothed in sackcloth.
The witnesses are not identified. Could it be a return of two earlier witnesses? Consider some of
the following: - Elijah (Malachi 4:5.) / Daniel (Daniel 12:13.) / Enoch (Jude 14-16.) / Noah
(Genesis 6:5-8.) / Moses ( Luke 9:30-31.) /Joshua & Zerubbabel (Zech Ch 3-4. See next question.)

6. What are we told about how important God considers the service of these two mysterious witnesses to be?

11:4. These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.
Compare Zechariah 4.

7. What are we told about the response of these two witnesses to some of those who survived the first two woes?

It is implied that some will attempt to harm and silence these witnesses, but they are given power to
resist and destroy them by “fire.. from their mouths” bringing death. They also are given power to
stop rain, turn water to blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want.
For 1260 days these witnesses will not be able to be silenced! Further witnesses of a gracious God!

8. Who is it that finally defeats and silences the two witnesses? And when does it happen?

11:7 The beast that comes from the abyss – the king (destroyer) who led the “locusts” in 9:11. –
seems to be the one who silenced the witnesses – but he had not been able to destroy them until they
had finished their ministry of 1260 days! Note! Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in a man’s heart
(or even the beast’s heart!), but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.”

9. What would the general worldwide response be to the death of the two witnesses?

Their dead bodies would be allowed to lie in the street of Jerusalem (11:8.) For three and a half
days men from every people, tribe, language and nation would gaze upon and gloat over their dead
bodies and celebrate their destruction. (For centuries this seemed an impossibility but today with
Internet and Television it is not difficult to achieve!)

10. What events turned their celebrations into fear and terror resulting in God being glorified?

After three and a half days God raised them both to life and terror seized the onlookers. Then they
heard the two witnesses being called up into heaven! This was followed by a severe earthquake
destroying a tenth of the city and killing 7000 people! Terrified survivors glorified God! The second
woe has passed the third woe is coming soon! “..be wise: be warned you rulers of the earth”! Ps 2:10.
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Study 16/25 of REVELATION.

The seventh trumpet!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading: Revelation 11:15-12:17.

The final showdown begins!

Memory verse Revelation 12 : 7-8.

1.

In the light of John 14:30 & Ephesians 2:2 what major takeover was announced after the sounding of the seventh
trumpet?

Satan had usurped the “authority and splendour” of the earth (Luke 4:6.) having brought the curse of
God upon the world by achieving Adam and Eve’s rebellion. Now the final showdown -"The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever."

2. What response was heard in Heaven to the announcement of this takeover?

11:16-18. “..the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces
and worshipped God, ’We give thanks to You, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because
You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign.’….The time has come for judging the dead,
and for rewarding Your servants ….”

3. What had the previous regime been guilty of that deserved judgment and punishment?

(v. 18.) The kingdom of this world had rebelled against God in anger and had opposed the saints and
caused havoc and destruction upon the earth.
See Matthew 24:4-22. Mark 13:7-20. Luke 21:12-24.

4. What object that arouses comfort and assurance for the Believer was seen amidst the awesome display of judgment
and power coming from Heaven?

While there were ominous signs of judgment from Heaven yet within the Temple of God in Heaven
was seen the Ark of His Covenant. (v.19.) This was the place designated by God where a sinful people
could seek and find forgiveness and acceptance - the Mercy Seat. See Hebrews 4:14-16.

5. Chapter 12 appears to be a brief summary and a replay of the main events that led up to this time.
Let us seek to identify the main players. What details help us to identify the woman?

A pregnant woman giving birth “to a Son, a male Child who will rule the nations .. snatched up to God’s
throne” (12:1-5.) – Surely a description of the nation of Israel – 12 stars and the sun and moon (Gen
37:9.) - from which the Son of God choose to come forth. See Micah 5:2. Numbers 24:17-19.

6. What clues are given to help us identify the “enormous red dragon”?

This enormous and powerfully influential creature is surely the description of a multi-headed united
alliance of powers that is intent on frustrating, preventing and destroying the plans and purposes of
the special male Child that came forth from the “woman” that is Israel. (John 4:22-26). The dragon
pictures the combined forces of all who side with Satan and rebel against God. See Acts 2:22-35.

7. Can you recall how this dragon had brought pain and great distress to the nation of Israel in an effort to prevent the
promised birth of the Christ Child?

Israel’s very troubled history ( O.T.) is a catalogue of the rebellion & chaos the evil one continually
stirred up in Israel against God. This was his attempt to frustrate and defeat the purposes of God to
send salvation through the Jews by Jesus Christ. 2 Chr. 36:13-23. Also Haman, and Hitler, etc.

8. The red dragon not only succeeded in uniting earthly forces to assist him in his struggle against God but he is also
seen to bring along heavenly forces! What could be implied in his sweeping stars out of the sky to assist him?

It seems other angels fell along with Satan when he initially rose up in rebellion against God. Isaiah
14:12-20. Ezekiel 28:12-19. “The devil and his angels.” See Revelation 12:9. Matthew 25:41.
Note how they were overcome on earth – 12:11 “By the blood of the Lamb and … their testimony.“

9. In this replay of history what is the final outcome of the struggle against God in the heavenly realm?

12:7-9. “..there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon
and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The
great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.”

10. So, in Heaven the matter is already settled but now the scene is set for the final earthly struggle for the souls of
mankind! Who are seen to be the particular objects of the wrath of the dragon in the final showdown?

Unable to defeat God’s plans to provide a Saviour “the dragon was enraged at the woman and went
off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold
to the testimony of Jesus.” 12:17. Is this the divinely protected company identified in 7:3-8?
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Study 17/25 of REVELATION.

The trinity-of-evil!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 13:1-18.

Exposing the counterfeit!

Memory verse John 16 : 14-15.

1.

Can you name the trinity-of-evil that is revealed in this chapter?

1/ The enormous red dragon of chapter 12;
2/ the “beast coming out of the sea” 13:1; and
3/ “another beast, coming out of the earth” 13:11.
This trio-of-evil creatures is seen to work together in union as one. 13:2b, 12-17.

2. Where did the beast out of the sea receive its power and position and authority from?

13:2. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. The dragon seemed
to want this beast to be the “exact representation of his being”! This imposter is seeking to present
a counterfeit 2nd person to a trinity – a trinity-of-evil! An anti-christ. One to take the place of
Jesus!
See Hebrews 1:3 for the 2nd Person of the genuine Triune God.

3. What characteristic did this 2nd person of the trinity-of-evil have that attracted a worldwide following to the dragon
and the beast, and marked him as being a counterfeit of the 2nd person of the Triune God?
This beast of from the sea had a fatal wound – but the fatal wound had been healed! 13:3-4.
This beast was worshipped and praised as being indestructible! 13:4.
A poor comparison to the fatal wounding of Jesus on the cross, followed by His resurrection by God.

4. Compare and contrast this “beast out of the sea” with the Lord Jesus Christ!

The words spoken by both were considered proud and blasphemous by some. The beast blasphemed
God; but Jesus glorified God. The beast opposed the saints and conquered them and turned every
people and nation away from the true worship of God; but Jesus work was to save people from every
nation and unite them as persevering and faithful saints and to bring them to God. 1 Peter 3:18.

5. What are we told of the power and influence of the beast that came out of the earth?

Although it appeared innocent its influence was demonic. 13:11-12. It promoted the worship of the
first beast (the 2nd member of the trinity-of-evil). It exercised great powers, performing
miraculous signs and even displayed power over nature. 13:13. Its work resulted in the inhabitants of
the earth being deceived into honouring and worshipping the dragon and the 1 st beast.

6. Can you identify any similarities between the work of the Holy Spirit – 3rd Person of Trinity – with the counterfeit
works of this beast of the earth, the 3rd person of the trinity-of-evil?

Each was intent on drawing attention to the 2 nd person of their trinity who had received the fatal
wound and yet lived. If the evil one uses the so-called miraculous recovery to draw people to worship
the beast how much more should we boldly proclaim the resurrection of the Messiah! Acts 5:30-32.

7. In what way was the issue of life and death to be determined by the people’s response to the 2nd member of the
trinity of evil?

Refusal to worship it and to depend on its authority to engage in everyday living transactions resulted
in certain death. v. 15-17. [In the true Gospel it is essential that the sinner responds in faith to
the offer of salvation that is found in the 2 nd Person of the Trinity alone. John 20:31. Acts 4:12.]

8. Can you show from other passages of the Bible how the Triune God sets forth the issue of life and death with
relation to the 2nd Person of the Trinity?

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. (John 14:6.) The message the Holy Spirit reveals to us
today is that the Father has sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world. (1 John 4:14.) and all who
believe in Him will live (have Eternal Life). Any who refuse to believe in Him will perish. John 3:36.

9. Those who were convinced about the 2nd member of the trinity-of-evil received a mark or seal that gave them the
right to trade and be part of the system. Do you know what mark or “seal” the true Believer in Jesus Christ
receives giving him or her the right to serve God and belong to the Kingdom of God?

“You … were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having
believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the .. Holy Spirit,” Eph. 1:13. 4:30. 2 Cor 1:21-22.

10. The identification of the mark of the beast continues to be a mystery. (666?) But identifying the mark of the true
Believer in Christ should not be a mystery! How do you think the true Believer is to be identified?
You recognise them by their fruit. Matt 7:15-20. / They trust God’s Son as Saviour. 1 John 4:13-17.
They recognise Jesus as Lord. Jn 14:15. 15:14. 1 John 4:2-3./ They are eager to do what is good.
Titus 2:11-14. / They have genuine love for one another in the Family of God. 1 John 4:11. Ep 4:32.
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Study 18/25 of REVELATION.

The time to reap has come!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 14:1-20.

Saved or slaughtered?

Memory verse Daniel 12 : 2.

1.

Despite the awful devastation and death that proceeds from the opening of the seals (One third of mankind died!
9:15.) yet the 144,000 sealed Jews were safe and well! Who was their Leader? And where were they with Him?
The Lamb was on Mount Zion and with Him the 144,000 who had been sealed on their foreheads. 7:3.
Here we find out what the seal was: The Lamb’s name and His Father’s name were written on their
foreheads.
[PS. Those of us who are sealed by God’s Spirit are eternally secure. Eph 1:13-14.]

2. The sounds that came out from Heaven at that time could be classified in two very different ways – some were
terrifying while others were soothing. Can you identify them?

There were sounds of imminent danger and judgment – like the roar of rushing waters and like loud
thunder. The other sounds were soothing and glorious focusing praise before the throne – the sound of
harpists and singers in heavenly worship.

3. Do you find it strange in the midst of the outpouring of God’s wrath that heaven resounds with praise and worship to
the avenging God? Why should the 144,000 want to sing God’s praise in a world devastated by terrible judgment?
Read Psalm 2. “God is just!” (2 Thess 1:6-10.) The long awaited day of reckoning has come at last and
God justice and wrath was being poured out. The surviving rebellious inhabitants would not be singing
God’s praise! See 6:16-17.
But the righteous could rejoice in God’s salvation. See Psalm 37:12-13.

4. What picture that suggests how helpless defenceless sheep can be kept safe in the midst of dangers is used to
describe the safety and security of the 144,000?

v.4. “They follow the Lamb (the Good Shepherd!) wherever He goes.” Their safety, security and wellbeing are due to their dependence upon the Lamb. See John 15:4-5. No wonder they join in the
praises of Heaven. Can you praise God in the midst of troubles and trials, confident of His love?

5. How does the angel with the eternal Gospel demonstrate God’s mercy and grace even at this time of judgment?

At this hour when His day of judgment has come God graciously makes a final appeal through this
Gospel witness for those of every nation to repent - “Fear God and give Him glory…. Worship Him who
made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
All men will be without excuse!

6. What message had the second angel? And what was the significance of the message?

Babylon, the great centre of the religious system set up by the trinity-of-evil, was overthrown and
fallen! Surely all should recognise the emptiness and deceit of false religion and now “be wise; be
warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, …. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.” (Ps. 2.)

7. What message had the third angel? And what was the significance of the message?

This was an urgent warning of the consequences of following the ways of the trinity-of-evil that was
corrupting the nations of the world. Why did God send this further warning and not just pour out His
wrath on them? Because God’s “mercy triumphs over judgment” (James 2:13.) and God “is patient….
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9.)

8. The persecution of any who become Believers in Christ during the tribulation of those days will continue to the end.
But what is the message of hope and assurance to those facing persecution and death for Christ’s sake?

v.13. No less than a voice from Heaven (God Himself?) had this message recorded for those who were
faithful unto death – “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!” See James 1:12.
and Matthew 5:11-12.

9. What are angels? See Heb 1:14. So, assuming Rev 14:14 is describing the victorious Christ Jesus who rides on the
clouds to overthrow His enemies (Deut 33:26-27. Ps 68:1-4.) are we to consider the words of the angel in v. 15 as
a command or as an announcement and explanation of the event about to take place?
No angel would dare order or command the Lord to act, but angels were used by God to announce and
explain what He was doing. See Luke 2:9-14.

10. Two very different and separate reapings took place. How are the different reapings described and explained?

One reaping is described as a harvest being gathered in. Obviously a joyous and glorious occasion.
The second reaping is described as the filling of “the great winepress of God’s wrath” resulting in awful
scenes of judgment, suffering and loss. See Matthew 25:31-46.
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CONGRATULATIONS
You have completed the second set of three
in the studies of Revelation.
My answers are freely available from jnixonj@gmail.com
Request “Answers for Revelation Set 2.”
Make sure you get SET 3 and complete your study of Revelation.
You will find SET 3,
and the many other Bible Studies I have prepared
and made freely available on the Internet at -

www.godswordsays.com/BibleStudyIndex.html
If you have found this Bible Study series
to be helpful and encouraging please suggest that others avail of it.

Other studies include –
Daniel /Parables / Galatians / Ephesians / Metaphors Jesus used /
Acts of the Apostles / The Holy Spirit/ 1,2,&3 John
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