REVELATION
Set 1a. Studies 1-5.

Five studies introducing Revelation chapters 1-2.
Here you could find a commentary on your Church, written almost 2,000 years ago!

By John Nixon.

The REVELATION of
the imminent complete fulfilment
of God’s plan from eternity past
for His glorious Church.
A few suggestions for using this course:




By John Nixon

The answers for most of the questions are to be found within the Bible passage being
considered. If you find some question(s) difficult to answer move on to following questions
until you have opportunity to consult with others or request my “answers” to relate to.
For group study provide each member of the class with a copy of the lesson the week before
the study is due. This will allow them time to study the passage and prepare their answers to
the questions in order to be ready to participate in the Bible Study Class.
If the class participates freely in prolonged discussion and conversation about the questions it
may be better to divide each lesson into two and only do five questions at each study. That
way your course will last twice as long!
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REVELATION
Set 1b.

(Studies 6-10)

Another five studies introducing Revelation chapters 3-5.
Here you could find a commentary on your Church, written almost 2,000 years ago!

By John Nixon.

The REVELATION of
the imminent complete fulfilment
of God’s plan from eternity past
for His glorious Church.
A few suggestions for using this course:




The answers for most of the questions are to be found within the Bible passage being
considered. If you find some question(s) difficult to answer move on to following questions
until you have opportunity to consult with others or request my “answers” to relate to.
For group study provide each member of the class with a copy of the lesson the week before
the study is due. This will allow them time to study the passage and prepare their answers to
the questions in order to be ready to participate in the Bible Study Class.
If the class participates freely in prolonged discussion and conversation about the questions it
may be better to divide each lesson into two and only do five questions at each study. That
way your course will last twice as long!
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REVELATION
Set 1.

Studies 1-10.

Ten studies introducing Revelation chapters 1-5.
Here you will find commentary on your Church, written almost 2,000 years ago!

By John Nixon.

The REVELATION of
the imminent complete fulfilment
of God’s plan from eternity past
for His glorious Church.
A few suggestions for using this course:




The answers for most of the questions are to be found within the Bible passage being
considered. If you find some question(s) difficult to answer move on to following questions
until you have opportunity to consult with others or request my “answers” to relate to.
For group study provide each member of the class with a copy of the lesson the week before
the study is due. This will allow them time to study the passage and prepare their answers to
the questions in order to be ready to participate in the Bible Study Class.
If the class participates freely in prolonged discussion and conversation about the questions it
may be better to divide each lesson into two and only do five questions at each study. That
way your course will last twice as long!

By John Nixon
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Study 1/25 of REVELATION.

God’s concern for His Church!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading: Revelation 1:1-20.

God’s supernatural love and care!

Memory verse Jeremiah 29 : 11.

1.

What profit could ever come from reading and seeking to understand this mysterious and difficult book?
v.3. “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and
take to heart what is written in it…”
Note the Terms & Conditions for the promised blessing!
Note in verse 19 what this revelation will focus on for us – past, present and future.

2.

How did this book come to be written and what authority does it claim?
John (apostle) received this as a revelation from Jesus Christ brought to him by an angel. He
declares it to be “the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.” v. 1-2.

3.

Can you name any religions that claim to be based upon angelic revelations received by their leaders?
Mormons - angel Moroni to Joseph Smith / Islam - angel Gabriel to Mohammad [Surah 2:97].

4.

Do you think the angelic revelation to John is any more believable than those in Q3? (Give reasons for your answer.)

5.

What title does this Person who has the message for the Churches use to describe Himself? And why?

6.

What is the first prophetic message concerning the Christ that is given in this chapter?

7.

Where was John when he received this revelation? Why was he there? Why would it be so very encouraging to
receive this revelation at that time?

Any genuine revelation from God: 1) Will NEVER contradict previous revelations from God! Deut.
18:17-20. 13:1-4. Jer. 23:28-32. 2) Will be in total harmony with earlier prophetic revelations.
Lu. 24:44-49. Dan. 9:2. 3) Will not be verified merely by claiming it to be of angelic origin. 1 Kings
13:18. Gal. 1:8-9. 4) Will have an accurate fulfilment. Deut. 18:22.
/ The revelation to John
does not go against any of these; unlike the claimed revelations from “Moroni” and “Gabriel” etc.

v. 8. I AM the Alpha & the Omega. This title clearly signifies His eternal nature and His creative
power – the Beginning, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. Also see verse 17. "Do
not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for
ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” See also 22:13.
v.7. Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and
all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen.
Compare Acts 1:11 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

John was on the island of Patmos, “suffering” for the Word of God and testimony of Jesus. Surely
this revelation would greatly encourage him to realise in his isolation that he was not forgotten by
God, and that the cause of Christ’s Kingdom that he was suffering for was a glorious and certain one.

8.

This revelation was not just for John’s benefit. Who was this revelation addressed to? And why do you think it
should have any significance to us today?

This revelation was to be revealed to seven Christian Churches - to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. These Churches are representative of the worldwide
Christian Church so the message to them is relevant to us as Believers today. Note 1:3.

9.

What did the 7 stars and 7 lampstands represent? And note where they were in relation to the glorious Christ.

10.

What does the awesome description of the features of Christ reveal about Him?

The 7 stars – the “angels” or messengers of each of the Churches.
The 7 lampstands – the 7
Churches. (v. 20.) The seven “angels” or representatives were held in His hand. (v. 20. Jn. 10:2730.) and He is seen moving among the lampstands – the Churches – evidence of the ever-present
Christ Himself, ever attentive to His Church. (v. 13-16. Matt 18:20.)
Like a son of Man – His Humanity. The other features speak of His Deity. Compare “the Ancient of
Days” as described in Dan 7:9, 13-14. with Rev 1:7. His penetrating eyes – OMNISCIENT. His
irresistible power – OMNIPOTENT. His inescapable voice and authority – OMNI COMPETENT. His
brilliant presence like the sun – OMNIPRESENT.
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Study 2/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Ephesus.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 2:1-7.

Memory verse John 13 : 34.

Lacking in love!

(agape love)

UUUU

1. Why should it be surprising that the Jews would want to preserve the Old Testament books of the Bible?

The OT is a catalogue of the repeated unfaithfulness of the Jews towards God! [Note Rom 3:1-2.]

Why should it be surprising that the Christian Church should want to preserve the book of Revelation?

Because it is a catalogue of erring Christian Churches and the portrayal of a God of wrath!
[Note 1 Corinthians 10:11.]

2. In Ephesians 6:24 what kind of love had Paul commended in the Ephesian Church?
By the time the Revelation passed on by John came to them what serious fault had arisen in the Church in Ephesus?

Paul had earlier commended their “undying love for the Lord Jesus Christ”. But now in the Revelation
given to John concerning them Christ had to very strongly address the fact that they had “forsaken
their first love”! Rev 2:4.

3. What was known to Christ about the life and witness of the Church in Ephesus that seemed very commendable?

2:2-3, 6. Their deeds/ their hard work / their perseverance / their intolerance of wickedness / their
diligence about doctrine / their exposure of false teachers / their endurance of hardship for Jesus’
sake / their faithfulness in service / their hatred of things God hates.

4. How could the Lord say that they had forsaken their first love when they were so diligent in all of these areas of
service?

Although they were so very active it was obvious to the Lord that their MOTIVE for service was not
what it once was. They had “forsaken their first love”! Read Matthew 6:1-8.

5. How could anyone be so involved in working for the Lord and yet be lacking in having genuine love as his/her motive?
Possible wrong motives that one might have could be: selfish ambition. (Superiority attitude) / Pride
/ An effort to gain favour with God / A legalistic self-righteousness / Asceticism (readiness to suffer
and endure for the sake of the cause! – the Church.) / Seeking the praise of men. etc.

6. Can you find any parallel to loveless service and its consequences in Luke 15:25-31? Explain your answer.

The Prodigal son’s older brother was obviously hard working and faithful in serving his father but in his
heart he did not want to be like his father and love like his father. He comes across as having the
attitude of a reluctant slave rather than a loving son who delighted to please and imitate his father.
He had not been happy in his father’s service and had not agreed with his father’s terms.

7. How does the Lord, who is exposing the weakness of this Church, describe Himself to them?
v.1. “.. Him who holds the seven stars in His right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.”
This surely indicates His genuine concern for the good and welfare of the Church and of His desire to
preserve and uphold it. He is the POSSESSOR, the One Who owns and is concerned for the Churches.

8. What three steps did the Lord exhort them to take in order to recover their initial status?
v.5a. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.
Note – The “love” they had forsaken is “AGAPE” – Love that has as its primary concern the other party
– not self-seeking for personal gain or glory. See “Agape” love in John 3:16. and Romans 5:8.

9. Suppose they are content to just go on as they are diligently serving God with wrong motives what would be the
outcome?

v.5b If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. This
ineffective “light” (see 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.) would be quenched and removed rather than continue as
an ineffective witness that was not to the glory of God. Compare John 15:1-8.

10. What was said to the Church in Ephesus that shows us that the message is relevant to each of us today?

He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. To him who overcomes, I will give
the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” In the light of 1:3 we see that
the Lord is addressing the Church is Ephesus as representative of many similar situations and the
promised blessing is for ALL who respond aright – Love Christ with an undying love (agape). Ep 6:24
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Study 3/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Smyrna.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 2: 8-11

Languishing in persecution!

Memory verse 1 Peter 4 : 13.

1.

How does the Lord introduce Himself to the Church in Smyrna? How does this compare with what John had heard
from Him earlier?

v. 8. “..Him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again.”
1:17-18. "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold
I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

2. What concept of the Lord who is addressing them would this introduction give to them?

Surely this would cause them to see Him as the great VICTOR. Not Someone who is hoping for a
victory or unsure of the outcome of events but One who is assured from the beginning of victory!
Here is One who can confidently assure them of the future outcome of their present difficult
events.

3. How could these words of introduction be of any comfort to a Church that seems to be being persecuted out of
existence?

Here was One who had been tempted and tried in every way like they were being tried and it had
resulted in a glorious victory. Surely such a One will be able to encourage and sustain them in their
time of great trial. He knows the end from the beginning. OMNISCIENT – knows all things!

4. When the Lord said, “I know….” (meaning “know perfectly”) I suggest He was not just expressing sympathy for
them but He was declaring EMPATHY with them. What does empathy mean?

It is the ability to project oneself into another’s situation and fully appreciate all that is involved in
their experience and be able to be immersed in it along with them. See Hebrews 5:7-10.
(Sympathy wants to feel sorry for and have pity for what another is experiencing.)

5. Tell some of the ways in which Christ Jesus stooped down to empathise with them and with us?

Ph 2:6-8. Christ Jesus.., being in very nature God, .. made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of
a servant, being made in human likeness.. He humbled Himself and became obedient to death…
Heb 2:14-18. Shared in their humanity… their death.. suffered.. was tempted..
Heb 4:15-16. Tempted in every way just as we are – yet without sin. See John 15:18-21. 2 Cor. 8:9.

6. What words of encouragement did the Lord have for this Church suffering affliction and poverty? Explain.

v. 9. “You are rich.” In the eyes of the Lord they were RICH. Matt 5:10-12. The persecuted will be
greatly rewarded in heaven. / 1 Pet 1:6-9. Present - grief and trials. Future - glorious inheritance.
/Jas 1:12. Persevere under the testing of trials; receive the crown of life.
See Proverbs 24:10-11.
Note the Lord’s assessment of Job who was in the midst of severe suffering and trial. Job 2:3.

7. What did the OMNISCIENT (all knowing) Lord foresee for the Church in Smyrna?

v.10. The devil would cause some of them to be imprisoned and severely tested by having to endure
suffering persecution for a period of time. Note – It was to be for “ten days” – this indicates it was
for a LIMITED period of time.
PS. Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna, saved at 9 yrs of age,
was burned alive at the age of 95 for not recanting his faith!

8. There are 3 things that many find difficult to reconcile – God is all-powerful / God is all good. / Terrible things
happen! What advice was given to the Church in Smyrna as they had to grapple with such a dilemma?

v. 10. “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer”! The OMNISCIENT God was fully aware of
the trials and the outcome! / “Be faithful, even to the point of death.” The OMNIPOTENT God would
not let them be destroyed. / The Good God would richly reward them - Victor’s crown.

9. Why did the OMNIPOTENT and GOOD God not prevent and forbid the terrible sufferings endured by His Son here on
earth? Does the answer to this have any bearing on why God permits His Church to still endure suffering?
God’s Son came from Heaven to endure the curse of sin and death as our Substitute. Acts 2:22-24,
31-33, 38-39. / 2 Peter 3:9. God appears slow in ending sin and suffering BECAUSE He is not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. Meantime 2 Timothy 4:5-8.

10. What comfort is there in the final exhortation to Smyrna that still applies to suffering Believers everywhere today
who may even be facing death for Christ’s sake?
v.11. “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.” They may be called upon to
suffer much in this life – even unto death, but that “second death” that will forever separate the
unbelievers from their Creator will not touch them. Rom 8:28-39. Rev 20:6.
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Study 4/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Pergamum.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 2:12-17.

Lax in doctrine!

Memory verse James 1 : 12.

1.

From the message to this Church what do we find to be very significant about the situation of Pergamum? And what
does that suggest we can expect to encounter here?
This Church is said to be “where Satan (The adversary) has his throne”! Pergamum had many pagan
temples, idols, altars and sacred groves and was zealous in its worship of the Roman emperors.
Pergamum (citadel) stronghold of Satan will be sure to oppose & seek to corrupt Christ’s Church.

2. What commendations had the Church in Pergamum earned from the Lord?

v. 13b. “You remain true to My name. You did not renounce your faith in Me.” Obviously the
Christians in Pergamum had been put under pressure to renounce their faith in Christ, but they had
not yielded to the pressure; they had remained faithful and true to Christ.
How have you fared when under pressure to renounce or deny your faith in Christ?

3. Only one of those who belonged to the Church in Pergamum is identified by name. Who was he and what is revealed
about him?

Antipas had obviously been put under pressure to renounce his faith but he had remained a faithful
witness for the Lord. [Tradition says he was roasted alive in a copper container because he would not
renounce Christ.] How much would you be willing to suffer or endure for your faith in Christ?

4. Satan’s throne and Jesus’ Church opposing each other! Which would appear the stronger? And which will prevail?

The hordes of the adversary often far outnumber the people of God! Often in the OT God’s people
were greatly outnumbered as they faced great hordes of enemy forces. What was the secret of
their success when they won? See 1 Sam 17:45-47. 2 Kings 19:17-20. Trust and confidence in God!
1 John 4:4.”.. greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.” Note John 15:5.

5. How is the Lord equipped as He addresses the Church in Pergamum? What assurance could this give the Church?

v.12. “.. Him who has the sharp double-edged sword.” This weapon could either help you or hurt you!
From what we have considered so far it is a comfort and assurance to know our Lord holds and wields
a double-edged sword – our CHAMPION to defend and deliver us from our adversary. But we will
find His sword has others uses – if used against us it would not be to amuse or to tickle us!

6. All was not well in the Church in Pergamum! What “few things” did the Lord have against them?

Some held to the teachings of Balaam (Numbers 22-25.), and others held different opposing views
against God! The adversary from outside had not been able to crush and subdue them, but an inner
force was destroying them! They tolerated sinful standards that were acceptable in their society to
corrupt, conquer and defeat them!
Don’t tolerate sin under the guise of showing “Christian love”!

7. Although not much is known today about the Nicolaitans what principle can we learn from Revelation 2:6 that the
Church here in Pergamum had ignored?

When we know God hates some particular doctrine or behaviour then we should also hate it! We
should hate what God hates! 2 Chronicles 19:2. Psalm 11:5. See 10 commandments. It is NOT
displaying Christian love to fail to expose sin and to fail to proclaim God’s only plan of Salvation.

8. Why do I think that their problem might be similar to Israel’s as described in the words of Judges 21:25?

Obviously the Word of God and the Lordship of Jesus Christ were not seen as priority by all in the
Church. While some were unshakable in their devotion to God others were tolerating false teachings
and immoral behaviour, allowing them to go unchallenged and unchecked! Some were being allowed to
do whatever was right in their own eyes! Compare today’s relative morality – “If it feels good, do it!”

9. What was the command and what was the threat that the Lord gave to the Church in Pergamum?

v.16. He commanded Repentance, or else He would come to them and fight against them with the
sword of His mouth. Just as a “sword” cuts, divides and destroys, it is an illustration of the drastic
action needed to separate from and to put away false teachings and immoral behaviour that was being
tolerated in the Church in Pergamum. Hebrews 4:12. 2 Cor 6:14-18. Note. Joshua 13:22.

10. What exhortation and promise was offered not only to the Church in Pergamum but to us today as well?

We should take heed and be sure to side with the One who holds the double-sided sword (see Jos
5:13-15.) and by yielding to Him we will “overcome” by obedience and trust. If we do He promises to
SUSTAIN US (Manna) / CLAIM US (white stone of acceptance) / NAME US (have His identity.)
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Study 5/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Thyatira.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 2:18-29.

Lamentable in discipline!

Memory verse 1 Thessalonians 4:7. (see vs 3-8.)

1.

How does the Lord introduce Himself to the Church in Thyatira? What impressions would this give to them?

v. 18. The Lord introduces Himself as the Son of God, (His authority) whose eyes are like a blazing
fire (The all-searching gaze of His inescapable penetrating and consuming holiness.) and whose feet
are like burnished bronze. (His irresistible and uncompromising burning justice.) The all-seeing One Omniscient. (The One to whom we are ultimately accountable.)
The PURE & JUST ONE.

2. Thyatira had several impressive qualities as a Church – what things did the Lord commend?
v.19. I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now
doing more (diligence) than you did at first.
How would you and I rate in comparison?!

3. This Church obviously had a core group of members who were very commendable, so what could the Lord have
against them?

v. 20. Those faithful members were clearly “tolerating” very grievous open sinful practices to go
unchecked, and had been neglecting to deal with the sinful behaviour of some members for some
time. Perhaps they thought they were displaying “Christian love” by not condemning sinful lifestyle!

4. The Lord had also had issues against the previous Church (Pergamum) but do you see the different basis He has for
accusing the two different Churches?
Pergamum had tolerated false and demoralising TEACHINGS to go unchecked, and here in Thyatira
this Church was tolerating sinful immoral BEHAVIOUR to go unchecked among the members. Sow a
though reap an action. Sow an action reap a habit. Sow a habit reap a character.. .. reap a destiny!

5. What obvious lesson can any Church learn from these two Churches that would have prevented and avoided God’s
condemnation?

The leadership of the Church must be alert to corrupt TEACHING and BEHAVIOUR within the flock
and be ready and willing to move against it in discipline and control. Note Paul’s warning given to the
Ephesian elders in Acts 20:26-31.
See 1 Timothy 5:17-20.

6. The Lord compared some individual in the Church in Thyatira to Jezebel. What can you find out about Jezebel to
justify such a comparison? See 1 Kings 16:31. 18:4, 13. 21:7- 15. 2 Kings 9:30, 36.

She was an outsider who continued to reject God. / She opposed and sought to destroy the true
messengers of God. / She employed cunning and wickedness to achieve her ends, even making it
appear she was defending God’s cause! / She enticed using physical attraction. / CURSED BY GOD!

7. What were the areas of rebellion and disobedience the “Jezebel” in Thyatira was guilty of?

Setting herself up as a prophetess having authority (queen) to teach and lead the people (contrary to
the Word of God). / She promoted sexual immorality. / She encouraged idolatry and pagan worship. /
She would not repent although given ample opportunity to do so. / Name some things God hates but
that have been legalized by governments (or churches!) [eg. Abortion / adultery / homosexuality.]
8. What… influence was this unrestrained “Jezebel” going to have upon the Church in Thyatira?
Because the Church leaders had not dealt with this evil in their midst the Lord would let “Jezebel”
test the Church. Despite her becoming obviously corrupt and sick some would still want to put up
with her in her evil ways! The offspring of such wicked rebellious union against God would be judged
by intense suffering & death. Not Without Hope! – REPENTANCE was still offered. See Ez. 33:11.

9. What good could ever come out of God allowing that “sickness” to continue until the time of punishment came?

If the worse happened and those involved did not repent the awful consequences that would affect
the Church would send a very clear message to all the Churches - the One who has the searching eyes
and the crushing feet of judgment will surely repay each according to their deeds. v. 23.

10. What advice and encouragement was given to those who did not hold to “Jezebel’s” teaching and practices?

“Hold on to what you have until I come.” To those who would not be enticed to seek out the deep
secrets of false prophets but would remain faithful to the Lord, when He would return they would be
given authority and power in the Kingdom of the Lord. Receiving “the Morning Star” would herald the
eternal blessings of the dawning Kingdom of Light. Compare vs 25-29 with Luke 22:28-30.
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CONGRATULATIONS
You have completed the first half of SET 1 (Studies 1-5)
in the studies of Revelation.
My answers are freely available on request at jnixonj@gmail.com
Ask for Answers to Revelation Set 1a
Make sure you get SET 1b and continue your study of Revelation.

You will find SET 1b, (Studies 6-10)
and the remaining sets 2&3 on Revelation
freely available on the Internet at -

www.godswordsays.com/BibleStudyIndex.html
If you find this Bible Study series
to be helpful and encouraging please suggest that others avail of it.

Other studies include –
Daniel /Parables / Galatians / Ephesians / Metaphors Jesus used /
Acts of the Apostles / The Holy Spirit/ 1,2,&3 John
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Study 6/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Sardis.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 3:1-6.

Lifeless in character!

Memory verse 2 Corinthians 13 : 5.

1.

What is the Lord said to be holding? And what significance do you think that has for this Church?

v.1. He is holding the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. The One who holds the 7 spirits of
God is the SUSTAINER of LIFE! Note the conditions stated in Acts 5:32 and 1 John 3:24.
Obedience to the Word of God.
The 7 stars (see 1:20) are possibly the leaders or
representatives of each of the 7 Churches and are ever His concern and care

2. Can you identify a sevenfold description of the Spirit of the Lord in Isaiah 11:2 ?
1.The Spirit of the LORD / 2. the Spirit of wisdom / 3. Spirit of understanding / 4. the Spirit of
counsel /5. Spirit of power / 6. the Spirit of knowledge/ and 7. the Spirit of the fear of the LORD.
This is the Spirit the Lord bestows on His children! See Rom 8:9-16.

3. The Lord was not as quick to commend this Church as He was with the previous ones. Did He find anything to
commend them for?
v.2. “..what remains..” suggests a remnant of something worthwhile that once had been theirs.
v.4 “.. a few who have not soiled their clothes..” Not everyone in the Church had backslidden.
v.5 They, and others who will overcome, will be worthy and will walk with the Lord.

4. What were the things the Lord had to reprimand in this Church? What does this tell us about their condition?

Their sleep – state of unconsciousness / powerless / numb / indifferent / unsuspecting / carefree….
Their imminent death – Their ineffective and pathetic witness would have to be terminated!
Their incomplete service in the sight of God – They hadn’t remained true in their devotion to God.
Note John 15:6.
[Hebrews 6:7-12. Note – NOT the destruction of the “land” – its purification!]

5. What was the remedy given for their pathetic condition?

For sleep – “Wake up!” Have a reality check on your lifeless character!
For imminent death – Strengthen what remains! They needed revival of previous love and zeal.
For incomplete service in the sight of God – Repent and obey and serve the Lord!
Failure to attend to their pathetic condition would result in judgment. See John 15:1-2.

6. What description and comment can you find concerning those in Sardis who were pleasing to the Lord?

There were only a “few” in Sardis who were commended by the Lord!
This minority were said to have their clothes unsoiled by the corruption all around them.
Here is a challenge for you if you find yourself in the minority in a fairly lifeless Church. Don’t let
lifeless careless Christians pour you into their mould! The Lord will commend your faithfulness.

7. According to 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 should the faithful “few” not just have been told to leave that Church?

The stars of the 7 identified Churches were in the Lord’s hand. Obviously each of the 7 Churches
had been established on the right foundation. But in Sardis the majority had backslidden and had
become unfaithful to God and His Word. What was needed? The offending people in the true
Church to be called to repent or else THEY would be removed from the Church. Cf John 15:1-17.

8. What was to become of the offenders in the Church in Sardis?

They were called to repent – to return to the truths they once held, and if they did they too would
be “dressed in white” and be able to “walk with” the Lord. See Amos 3:3.
If they failed to repent and return to the ways of the Lord they would be sure of the Lord’s
intervention to suddenly, and un-expectantly, deal with their rebellion! v. 3-5.

9. Can you find other references in the Bible to clothing being used to describe a person’s spiritual state?

Zechariah 3:3-7. Joshua had his filthy clothes removed and was dressed in clean turban and clothes
in order to serve God. / Isaiah 61:10. “…He has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed
me in a robe of righteousness” / Isaiah 64:6. filthy rags of our own righteousness. / Zechariah 3:3. /
Matthew 22:11-13. / Revelation 7:13-14. / Revelation 19:7-8. / (Ephesians 5:25-27.)

10. Is there a difference between the “Book of Life” in 3:5 and the “..Book of Life” in Revelation 13:8. & 21:27?

I think there are two different “Books of life” referred to. One is the general roll book listing all
who were born down through the ages (See Psalm 69:28.) Then there is the Lamb’s Book of Life those who are “born again” through faith in the blood of the Lamb are found recorded in the Lamb’s
Book of Life. From the context it is usually easy to know which book is being referred to.
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Study 7/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Philadelphia.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 3:7-13.

Living in hope!

Memory verse 1 Peter 5 : 4.

1.

How does the Lord introduce Himself to the Church in Philadelphia? And how is He unique?

v.7. Him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. See Isaiah 22:22. While David walked
with the Lord he could not be conquered, although his enemies did often come against him.
What the Lord opens no-one can shut, and what He shuts no-one can open. No one can resist or
oppose the plans and purposes He has for those who trust in Him. The INVINCIBLE ONE.

2. What is the Lord’s evaluation of the members of the Church in Philadelphia?
v8 You have little strength. / You have kept My Word and not denied My name. /v 9 I have loved
you. / v. 10. You have kept My command to endure patiently. /

3. How many times does the Lord express His personal concern or commitment to those in the Church in Philadelphia?
vs. 8 (3), 9 (2), 10 (1), 11 (1), 12 (3).
intent for them.
See Psalm 23:1. 27:1. 73:23-28.

At least 10 times He declares His personal concern and

4. In verse 8 what positive and what negative statements are expressed by the Lord? Can these encourage us?

Positive – I know your deeds / I have placed before you and open door / You have kept My Word and
have not denied My name.
Negative – No one can shut what I have opened for you / I know you have little strength /
See how this can encourage us: Nehemiah 1:5. Deuteronomy 7:21. Judges 6:12. 2 Chronicles 15:2.

5. How can we determine the true from the false in religions today?
Can you name some religions that would claim to be true to the God of Heaven but are “liars”?

The Lord who is holy and true said “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one come to the Father
but through Me.” Any teachers who deviate from this are clearly false. Compare Mormons / Roman
Catholics / Jehovah Witnesses / Moslems / Jews / …….

6. What future event seems to be the turning point that will bring about the reversal of the difficulties faced by this
Church?

v.11 “I am coming soon..”
He was going to deliver His people from the hour of trial that is coming
upon the whole world. (v. 10.) See Rev 1:3. & 22:7, 12, 20. Hebrews 9:28. 1 Pet 5:4. Jn 14:1-6.

7. How will the Lord discriminate between the true and the false professors of faith?

v.9 “I will make (the false professors) come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I love
you.” The Lord will vindicate His people! / v. 10 “I will keep you (the true and faithful) from the
hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.”
See Psalm 2.

8. What “crown” (“stephanos” – prize, reward.) do you think the Lord is referring to in verse 11?

The crown for those who have not denied His name and have kept His commands and endured
patiently – The victor’s crown 1 Cor 9:25. 2 Tim 2:5. / The harvest crown. 1 Thess 2:19. /
The crown of righteousness for those awaiting His appearance. 2 Timothy 4:8. / The crown of life
for the overcomer. Rev 2:10. James 1:12. / The crown of glory for the faithful servant. 1 Pet 5:4.

9. Can you recall any of the promises made to David that the Lord, who holds the key of David, has opened up and
fulfilled? (No one had succeeded in closing or barring the fulfilment of these promises.)

Is 9:6-7. The Mighty God to come and reign on David’s throne. / Jeremiah 23:5 .. I will raise up to
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.
2 Samuel 7:12-13. “..His kingdom forever..”
Luke 3:23….31….38. (Rev 22:20 ..I am coming soon!)

10. A victorious king might erect a pillar or commission a seal in commemoration of his conquests. What does the Lord
look forward to doing to eternally commemorate some from the Church in Philadelphia?

v. 12. “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the Temple of My God”. And they were going to be
sealed with the name of God and the name of the city of God and also with a new name from the Lord.
See Revelation 7:15-17.
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Study 8/25 of REVELATION.

The Church in Laodicea.

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 3:14-22.

Lethargic in spirit!

Memory verse Revelation 3 : 20.

1.

Link each of these verses with one of the words in Rev. 3:14 used to introduce the Lord to the Church in Laodicea.
Ruler
Faithful
1 Timothy 6:15. ………..……………….…..
/ 1 Corinthians 10:13. …………………………...
/
Amen
Creator
2 Corinthians 1:20. ..……………..……..……/
Deuteronomy 32:6. ………………..………….
/
True
Witness
1 John 5:20. ………..……………...………/ Job 16:19. …………………………………… /
Jesus Christ is the WORTHY RULER.

2. What do you think is meant by saying this Church was “lukewarm”?

v. 15. They were neither cold nor hot. They were not altogether disinterested in the things of God –
they gave the outward impression that they were very spiritual (there are no sins of commission
listed against them) but they seemed obsessed with their earthly riches and possessions and
apparently had little concern to invest in heavenly riches.
See Colossians 2:1-3. 3:1-4.

3. Their spiritual symptoms can be paralleled with the eating disorder Anorexia Nervosa. Which verses suggest:
 Unable to recognise their need (for nourishment)? – v 17a I am rich… and do not need a thing.
 Unwilling to realise their serious condition? – v 17b Don’t realise you are wretched, pitiful ……….
 Unresponsive to helpful advice and solution? - v 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold .. clothes .. salve…
 Uninterested in responding to loving relationship? - v 20 …I stand at the door and knock…open the door…
4. What response was their attitude provoking from the Lord? Would you expect that from the Lord?
v 16. “So because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of My mouth.”
The Lord is longsuffering, but His Spirit will not contend with man for ever. (Genesis 6:3. )
How very grievous it is if and when the Lord gives people over to the awful consequences of their
rebellion against Him. see Romans 1:18 … 24…26….28… 32.
NOTE Hebrews 10:31. & 12:29.

5. Why did the Lord wish it was either COLD or hot? Why wish it was cold?

Being lukewarm it was complacent as it was and sensed no urgency for change. If it felt itself cold it
might be more ready to respond to the gracious offer of help from God. Wishing it was cold was
wishing it would become fully aware of its need and be ready to avail of the offer of grace and
provision. Note Ezekiel 33:11.

6. Why did the Lord not find some way to commend and encourage the Christians in the Church of Laodicea?

3:19. The rebuke and correction was in love! Ep. 4:11-15. / This Christian Church – its “star” the Lord
held in His hand – had lost its focus and objective. Perhaps it could be likened to the fig tree in Mark
11:12-14, 20-21. A tree that produced much show of life but had little or no purpose! Best removed!
See Hebrews 6:7-8. - A useless crop only fit for burning.
NOTE 1 Corinthians 3:10-17.

7. Consider why the Lord used the particular adjectives in 17b to describe this Church of His.

wretched – their condition was miserable, unhappy and inferior to what the Lord intended. /
pitiful – a sorry and unnecessary state. / poor - living in a deprived condition due to their own
warped sense of values. / blind – unable or unwilling to see where they were or to see the provision
available to help them. / naked – un-presentable as they were to represent Christ to the world. /

8. God is not known as a dealer in “gold” and “clothing” and “eye salve”! What could verse 18 mean?

“Gold refined in the fire” – In Ps 19:9-10 the judgments of God are the tried and precious riches!
Acceptable “white clothing” is not man-made but is from God. Isaiah 61:10. Note Matt 22:10-14.
“Eye salve” – defective vision distorts reality. This Church had defective vision in that they valued
earthly riches and did not focus on riches in Heaven. See Matthew 6:19-24. 7:1-5.

9. Why was the Lord outside this Church of His?

3:20. It is not by choice that the Lord is outside – He longs to be admitted. He is making His desire
and His objective very clear to them, but it is up to them to respond aright. If anyone (it is down to
the individual to respond!) is ready and willing to welcome Him in He will refresh and bless him/her.
A wrong focus in your Church must not keep you from seeking the blessing of God in/through Christ.

10. Why should anyone want to be different to the majority in the Laodicean Church? Should that person not just leave?
This Church had obviously been founded on faith in Christ alone. But now it had developed bad
eyesight! It was near-sighted – it had become inward looking and focused on this worlds riches. It
had lost sight of its purpose as a “lamp”. Matthew 5:13-16. The Lord Jesus wanted to be restored
to His rightful place in each person’s life to bring healing, health and vitality back into His Church.
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Study 9/25 of REVELATION.

The Throne Room of Heaven!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 4:1-11:

Worshipping the Eternal Creator!

Memory verse Revelation 4 : 11.

1.

The direct ministry to the individual Churches was now completed and we are drawn to a very different location and
subject. How does the change come about?

This revelation had begun by assessing and addressing the Churches (22:16.) The further revelation
informs the Churches, but does not involve them. John is caught up into Heaven to be given a preview
of imminent events that “must take place after this” - Things that will affect the earth’s inhabitants.

2. On entering the open door in Heaven “in the Spirit” John will enable the Churches to get a heavenly perspective on
further events. What was the first impression the Churches were given of Heaven through John’s eyes?

John’s attention was immediately drawn to the awesome scene of someone sitting on a glorious
throne. v. 2. (Could this be indicative of the Church’s rapture to be with God before His judgments
on the earth? 1 Thess 4:15-18. The Church will be safe in Heaven from the wrath to come. Rev 3:10.)

3. Can you think of anything that might be implied by the description given to indicate the Presence of the invisible God
- the central Person in the heavenly scene? Does Revelation 21:11 or Genesis 9:13 offer any help?
THRONE – A King whose dazzling glory defied adequate description. / JASPER - brilliance of a very
precious jewel, clear as crystal. Shining, precious, clear & pure. Cf Matthew 17:2. / CARNELIAN –
a flesh coloured precious stone. / EMERALD BOW - Unfailing promises & power of the Almighty.

4. What facts can you observe concerning the 24 elders that were seen in the courts of heaven?

v. 4. They were surrounding the central throne / seated on individual thrones / dressed in white /
wore crowns (“stephanos” – victor’s crowns) of gold. / v. 10-11. they zealously worshipped their
eternal God and acknowledged Him as their Creator.

5. Who might these 24 elders represent? Give reasons for you answer. (Does Matthew 19:28 give us a clue?)

Matt 19:28. “When the Son of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will also
sit on twelve thrones.“ 12 representatives of the followers of Jesus (the Apostles).
Luke 19:17./
Could the other 12 be representatives of the OT family of Believers – true sons of Abraham?
(Representatives of the 12 tribes of Israel) See Rom. 4:11-12. [They would fit the picture of v. 4.]

6. Compare John’s encounter with God to that of Moses in Exodus 19:16. What does this tell us about God?

v. 5a is similar to Ex 19:16. The picture is of an awesome and unapproachable Presence. One we must
respect and worship in spirit and in truth. A God who sets terms and conditions on how we are to live
before Him.
“Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your Name. Your Kingdom come, Your will be done.”

7. Before the throne seven lamps were blazing…. and also what appeared like a sea of glass, like crystal. What could
these represent? They seem reminiscent of the moat and fortifications protecting a king’s castle!
7 lamps – Is this a visual representation of the invisible omnipresent Spirit of God constantly blazing
in awesome purity before God. (see John 16:7-11.) / The “sea” before the throne might be
reminiscent of the Laver (Basin in Exodus 40:30-32.) for purity in approaching God. See Ps 24:3-5.

8. What do we find in John’s revelation that is similar to Isaiah’s vision in Isaiah 6:1-5?
The living creatures appeared to be similar to the seraphs described in Isaiah – each had six wings,
and they worshipped God saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty…” continually instilling a sense
of awe and worship before the One seated on the throne - the Almighty God.

9. What do we learn about the One on the throne from the words the living creatures said in verse 8?
The triple expression of holiness is very fitting when we know God is a triune God – Father, Son and
Spirit. (See Luke 1:35. John 15:26.) / The Lord ( Possessor and Disposer), God (supreme Divinity),
Almighty (Omnipotent Ruler over all) / Was, is and is to come – (Omnipresent One, the eternal I AM.)

10. What do we learn from the chorus of the 24 elders as they joined in the act of worship?

Worthy to receive glory and honour and power because He is our Lord and our God. / Also He is the
Creator of all things – all things were created by His design and purpose (Architect) ; He is the
Source of life and matter. (Giver and Maintainer of life.) What confidence we can have in our God!
Psalm 121. Psalm 95:1-7.
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Study 10/25 of REVELATION

A heavenly mystery solved!

Ask God to enlighten you by His Spirit giving you understanding and wisdom through His revelations.

Reading:

Revelation 5:1-14.

Behold the Lamb!

Memory verse Revelation 5 : 9.

1.

What did John see that a mighty angel also draws our attention to there in heaven?
John became aware of a scroll with writing on both sides in the right hand of the Him who sat on the
throne. A mighty angel proclaimed in a loud voice, ”Who is worthy to break the seals and open the
scroll?” But no one was found who could open the scroll.

2. What was John’s response to this heavenly dilemma? Why should he be so affected by this problem?

v. 4. John wept and wept because no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was found who was
worthy to open the scroll or even look inside it. Obviously John considered the contents of this
scroll to be very important and momentous. It was critical that this be opened and its contents be
made known.

3. One of the elders had wonderful news about Someone who could resolve the problem. Who could it be?

One of the elders – one of the representatives from earth – knew of a wonderful event that offered
hope and success for this critical event in heaven. v. 5. "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." The
MESSIAH – the Promised and Anointed One, and somehow He has qualified to open the seals!

4. What description did John give us of the Lamb, and what does that tell us about the Lamb?

The Lamb had been introduced as the Lion… the Root …. ! / He appeared as a Lamb looking as if it had
been slain; fitting exactly the reality of Messiah the Lamb of God having been slain as our substitute.
/ He had 7 horns and 7 eyes – the horns might indicate His perfect absolute power (omnipotence)
and the 7 eyes are identified as the seven spirits of God – His all seeing, all searching omnipresence.

5. What qualified this Lion of the tribe of Judah to be able to open the seven seals of this momentous scroll?

The victorious One appeared like a Lamb looking as if it had been slain. This One, being in the centre
of the throne, was the focus of the attention of the 4 living creatures and of the 24 elders. They
proclaimed His worthiness was due to Him having purchased men for God with His own blood. v. 9.
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain….” v. 12. Clearly the LAMB was qualified to access this scroll.

6. What contribution had the angelic hosts of Heaven to add to the worship and praise of the One who qualified to break
open the seals of this scroll?
v. 12. "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and
honour and glory and praise!" They had cause to rejoice in that the One who had been sent from
Heaven on a mission for God had returned triumphant, the worthy object of glory & praise. Ph 2:6-11.

7. All glory and praise is to the LAMB because of what He accomplished by His death and resurrection. The One who
was slain was now alive on the throne. In the light of this what title might you give to this scroll or book?
Perhaps “The Lamb’s Book” would be a very appropriate title! See Revelation 13:8.

8. What is the great significance of the Lamb’s Book of Life that we read about in Revelation 21:27?

Only those whose names are found written in the Lamb’s Book of Life will be able to enter Heaven.
It is like a roll book naming all those who have the right to enter into Heaven! Note John 1:12-13.

9. If this scroll with the seven seals is indeed the Lamb’s Book of Life – the roll book of Heaven – would the reactions
and responses we find in chapter 5 support that? Explain your answer.

Yes! John’s weeping - lamenting that the roll book of heaven could not be revealed. / The “Messiah”
has triumphed – Christ made admittance to heaven possible. / Only the LAMB could reveal the roll of
those acceptable for heaven. / Worthy to open it because He was slain and raised to life for us.

10. Would the responses spoken of in Revelation 5:13-14 and 7:9-12 and the awesome silence of 8:1 give weight to the
possibility of this scroll being the Lamb’s Book of Life? Explain your answer.

Yes! The Lamb’s accomplishment in bringing many sons to glory was a source of rejoicing in the whole
earth and in Heaven. / The great multitude of the redeemed cried in a loud voice their praise to the
worthy LAMB. / The great suspense of the final seal being broken and the unfolding of the content.
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CONGRATULATIONS
You have completed the first set of three
in the studies of Revelation.
My answers are freely available on request at jnixonj@gmail.com
Ask for Answers to Revelation Set 1b
Make sure you get SET 2 to continue your study of Revelation.
You will find SETS 2 and 3,
and the many other Bible Studies I have prepared
and made freely available on the Internet at -

www.godswordsays.com/BibleStudyIndex.html
If you find this Bible Study series
to be helpful and encouraging please suggest that others avail of it.
Other studies include –
Daniel /Parables / Galatians / Ephesians / Metaphors Jesus used /
Acts of the Apostles / The Holy Spirit/ 1,2,&3 John
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