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How can a young man keep his way pure?
By living according to Your Word.
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against You.
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Psalm 119:9, 11 &105.
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15 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…
REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Acts 15:29.

On what grounds did Peter claim to have authority to address this matter confidently?
God (Jesus) had given him the keys to open the Church; (Matt 16:19.) first for the Jews on
Pentecost, and then the Gentiles (Cornelius) at God's command. (Acts 10:19-20.) God made no
distinction between the Jews & the Gentiles in the giving of the Holy Spirit to every Believer. (v 9)

6 What clear statement of the Gospel did Peter make at the Jerusalem council meeting?

After reminding them that their fathers had not been able to keep the Law of Moses he told them "We
believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are." (v 11.)


1

EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What evidence did the teachers from Judea insist on as being necessary for Salvation? And
why do you think they demanded this?
"Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." (V.1.)
Perhaps they wanted to maintain the unique identity of the Jews. They were trying to put new wine
into old wineskins! (Luke 5:37-38.)

4 What influence in the Jerusalem Church caused some to support the belief that circumcision
was necessary for Salvation?

The Believers from the background of the Pharisees wanted to insist on obedience to the Law of
Moses. (v 5.) (What issues seek to influence the Gospel today? – eg there is good in all religions.)

8

What restrictions did the Jerusalem Church say believers in the Gospel should observe that
would help resolve cultural difficulties in harmonizing Jews and Gentiles? Note v 19.
Instructed to "abstain from food polluted by idols (acknowledging other gods), from sexual immorality,
from meat of strangled animals and from blood. (Lord’s Supper is NOT blood!)" (v 20.)


3

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How were those who were going up to Jerusalem able to encourage other Believers they met
with along the way?
They were able to assure them that the gospel was being well received among the Gentiles. "This
made all the brothers very glad." (v 3.)

10 What was the issue that brought discord between Barnabas and Paul? And how did God turn
it around for a good outcome?
Barnabas wanted John Mark, who had let them down previously, but Paul disagreed! The end result
was that two teams of missionaries went in different directions to serve the Lord.

2



DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

How did the church in Antioch decide to settle the dispute that Paul and Barnabas had with
these Judean teachers?
They sent a delegation from the church to Jerusalem in order to see the apostles and elders there
and to get their ruling on the matter.

7

9

Who summed up the findings of the council that day? And where did he find support for his
conclusions?
James summed God’s purposes as indicated by Peter and Paul, and he quoted the prophet Amos
(9:11-12) who had clearly foretold of the salvation of Gentiles.

How did the Jerusalem Church make their decision official and have it made known?

They sent two of their own members - Judas and Silas - along with highly commended Barnabas and
Paul to carry an official letter to the troubled Churches.
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16 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Acts 16:31.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

What revelations of God - Father, Son and Spirit - do you find in this chapter?
FATHER (God)- Calling Paul to Macedonia by a dream. (v 10.) Opening Lydia's heart to the Gospel
message. (v. 14.) the demons recognised Paul as a servant of the MOST HIGH GOD. (v. 17.) /The focus
of Paul's praise and worship in the jail. (v. 25.)/ SON - The power in the Name of Jesus Christ over
demons. (v.18.) Faith in Him results in Salvation. (v. 31.) / Believing in Jesus is believing in GOD. (V. 31
&34.) HOLY SPIRIT- His guiding influence controlling where they were directed. (v. 6-7.) Identified as
"the Spirit of Jesus"; in 5:9 "the Spirit of the Lord".

What did God start in this chapter that we today are still benefiting from?

The Gospel reaching into Europe.


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What can you discover about Timothy's family and religious background?
See also 2 Tim 1:5. 3:15.
Father - Greek (Possibly an unbeliever) / Mother and grandmother Jewish and Believers who believed
and diligently taught the Scriptures to young Timothy. / Timothy had a good reputation, Was
submissive to the Scriptures, (v 3.) and eager to go along with Paul.

2

What do you see to be the focus of Paul and his companions in their travelling around Asia?

To instruct and build up the Church. (v 4.) / Eager to find opportunity to preach the Word. (v 6.) /
Quick to respond to any "open door". (v 9-10.) /Active in seeking interested people. (v 13f.) /Ready to
witness about Christ in any and every situation. (v 18, 25, 31, 40.)


6

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

What assurance did Lydia the jailor and their families display that testified to their
genuine repentance and new-found faith?
They were each baptised as Believers. (v. 15, 33-34.)

7

What assurances do we who proclaim the Name of Jesus get from the events of this
chapter?

That Name subdues demons (v 18) and brings Salvation to all who believe. (v. 31.)

4

5

9



DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

Why do you think the Holy Spirit seemed to turn Paul and his companions from doing
missionary work in Asia? Note also Acts 8:26-29.
God was leading His servants to people whom He knew would be open and responsive to the gospel
message – as was the heart and mind of the Ethiopian in Acts 8. 1 Thess. 1:6-10.

How often do you find Paul's plans upset or reversed in this chapter?

Prevented from preaching in Asia. (v.6-7.)/The slave girl's constant interruptions and mockery. (v 1718.) / Accused, stripped, beaten and jailed unlawfully. (v. 20-24.) / Their worship service was
interrupted by an earthquake! (v. 25f.)/ Their imprisonment suddenly becomes a Gospel meeting
followed by a celebration meal! (v. 29-34.) /The condemned prisoners and cleared and freed! (V.3839.)

Why was Paul so reluctant to accept his freedom when the magistrates granted it?

Paul, a Roman citizen, had been unjustly treated because he was a Christian. He would not want such
injustice against Christians to be condoned and dismissed lightly in the future.
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6

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Isaiah 42:8.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

What important facts of Paul's message are revealed in this chapter?
His message was Scripture based. (v2, 11, 13.) / Jesus is the Christ (Promised Messiah) (v3)/ Christ's
suffering, death and resurrection were in God's plan of Salvation.(v3) / Jesus is King. (v7.) / The
Creator God is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in man-made temples. (v24.) /He gives life
and breath and everything else. (v25.) / He commands all people to repent. (v30.) / He will judge the
world with justice by the resurrected Christ. (v31.)

What teaching of Paul's really made his message very different from that of all the other
gods the people in Athens believed in?

(v 18.) The teaching of Jesus' resurrection from the dead was unique to the God Paul proclaimed.
And it is still vital to our message today. See 1 Cor. 15:14-22.


4
8

EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What evidence of genuine sincerity did they find from some people in Berea?
(v.11.) “They received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see
if what Paul said was true.”

How did Paul use the writings of their own poets to undermine the Athenians belief and
confidence in images?

V28. Their poets spoke of mankind being God's offspring. Surely not the offspring of a gold or silver
image! (Note Proverbs 26:4-5. Highlight the inconsistences in their beliefs and then answer them
according to the truth of God’s Word.)


7

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How did Paul go about trying to convince the thinkers in Athens that the God he
proclaimed was the One True God?
Paul assured them that there was a God "unknown" and unrecognised by them who should be
recognizable to them by His providence and purposes - a God who now has made Himself available to
them through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (v 24-31.)

9

Are there others you can find in the Holy Bible who exposed the folly of idolatry?

Here are a few - Jeremiah 10:3-6. / The Psalmist - Psalm 115:3-8. 135:15-18. / Habakkuk 2:18-19. /
Moses in Deuteronomy 4:15-18, 23-24. / Isaiah 44:9-20. 42:8. / Paul - 1 Cor. 8:4. 10:19-22. / John - 1
John 5:21. / GOD - Exodus 20:1-6.


1

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

Paul had made a decision as to how to go about proclaiming the Gospel in a foreign city.
What was his custom and how often do we read about it here?
He went into the local synagogue and there had opportunity to reason with the Jewish community. vs
1-2, 10, 17. (and also “in the market-place day by day.”)

3

How and why did the majority of the Jewish community respond as they did to Paul's
preaching?
They were jealous (V.5.) and they were offended by the teaching that Jesus was Christ the King (v.7.)

5

What influenced the "crowds" in Berea to behave as they did?

Jews from Thessalonica came and agitated them to resist and reject Paul and his message. (v 13)
Beware of being stirred up by ungodly antagonists and acting unreasonably.
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- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: 2 Timothy 2:2.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

3 What was Paul's message and how did he go about making it known in Corinth?
His message was that Jesus was the Christ, and he preached and testified to this trying to persuade
Jews and Greeks v4-5. (with special emphasis on the Jews - v5.)

9 What words are used in this chapter to tell us what Paul's message was all about?

v 5 Testifying that Jesus was the Christ. / v11 Teaching them the Word of God. / v 13 "Persuading
people to worship God” …../ v23 Strengthening the disciples.


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

2 From Aquila & Priscilla's experience in Rome what can we learn about Rome's attitude
towards worshippers of the God of Abraham?
Claudius had ordered all Jews (worshippers of the God of Abraham) to leave Rome implying there was
a persecution against them.

6 What did they accuse Paul of before judge Gallio that shows their misunderstanding of

the Gospel of God? And why did Gallio dismiss the case?

"They charged him of “persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law." (v 13.)
False - See Heb 10:1-10. 8:5. The Tabernacle a shadow of Christ and His work. - Jesus fulfilled the
Law. Matt 5:17. Rom 3:21-26. (The New is in the Old concealed. The Old is in the New revealed.)
Dismissed because the judge saw it was a dispute about Jewish religion, not about Roman law.

10 What were some of the very commendable traits of Priscilla & Aquila, and of Appolos?

Hospitality - accommodated the missionary Paul to their home and business - v 2-3. / Invited Appolos
for instruction. / Appolos had a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures - v24. Spoke and taught about
Jesus with great fervour - v25. / He was a great help to other Believers. Able to use public debate to
present the Gospel of Jesus Christ. v27-28.


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

7 What assurance did Paul give that he was very serious about keeping a vow he had made

before God? See what Ecclesiastes 5:4-7 has to say about vows!

Paul had his hair cut off as an evidence of his vow. - See Acts 21:23-24. / Don't make vows and
then break them. Better not to make them than to break them! "Stand in awe of God"!

8

What principle taught in James 4:13-17 do we find Paul observing as he said farewell to
the Believers in Ephesus?
We cannot boast of tomorrow – it’s of the Lord to allow it to come to pass. - Prov 3:5-6.


DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

1 What did Paul have in common with Aquila & Priscilla that would have given him reason to

become close friends?

Aquila & Pricilla were tentmakers and that had been Paul's trade. Aquila & Priscilla were zealous
for the Gospel as Paul also was. (v.26.) They all shared a Jewish background.

4 Why did Paul change his focus of preaching to the Gentiles? Did he consider this

decision a light one?

Paul turned to the Gentiles because of the Jews persistent opposition to the preaching about
Jesus the Messiah. It was a solemn decision - "Your blood be on your own heads..." v6.

5 Why did Paul not leave Corinth when the Corinthian Jews opposed his preaching?

v9-10 The Lord said to him, "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with
you, and no-one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city."
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- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: 2 Timothy 4:2.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

"Disciple" (v.1) means a learner; a pupil. In Ephesus Paul found "pupils" eager to be given a
better understanding of God. What teachings were they willing to accept?
They learned that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah, and that the Holy Spirit was God’s
spiritual Presence with those who repented and believed in Jesus.

8

Why did Demetrius take such strong exception to Paul's preaching of the Gospel?

His message declared that "man-made gods are no gods at all" (v26.) this robbed Artemis of
her divine majesty! (v27.) It would seriously affect their profitable trade in images! (v25.)


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

When evidence of the Holy Spirit had been given to believers in earlier chapters (2:38-41.
10:44-48.) the Apostle Peter had been present. Why not on this occasion?

2

Peter had been appointed to have the keys (Matt 16:16-20. Acts 15:7-9.) and was to be the
first to declare that through faith in the Messiah, the Jews and then the Gentiles could clearly be
acceptable to God . Now the Gospel was for all regardless of their background.

4
6

Contrast the response of the people to Paul's ministry with God’s response.

Some of the people "became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way"
(v9.) But God approved of Paul's work, He "did extraordinary miracles through Paul..."(v11)

How did God use the incident with Sceva’s sons to advance the cause of the Gospel?

The misuse of the name of Jesus became very obvious to all when the evil spirit overcame them
indicating that they knew nothing of the power of Jesus. So the name of Jesus was held in high
honour and the power of Jesus was seen transforming lives to the glory of God. (v 17-20.)


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

What evidence do we find that not all who use the name of Jesus have God's approval?
Name some religions that use Jesus name today but know nothing of His Gospel?

5

The seven son of Sceva employed the name of Jesus but with disastrous results. (v13-16.) Note
Matt 7:21-23. (Note 21b.) Religions such as Mormons, JW's, Moslems, Christian Science, the
Baha'i faith, profess "Jesus" but not the Jesus of John 1:1-5, 10-14. 3:16-18. 14:6.

How did the city clerk assure the people that Paul and his friends had not done anything
to merit their reaction?

9

V37 “These men have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess”, and if someone
reckons they have broken the law there is access to legal assemble to fairly judge the matter.


3

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

How is Paul's ministry in the Ephesian synagogue described? Which of the following could
describe Paul's ministry: Timid /correcting / soothing / with authority / trying to be agreeable /
rebuking / avoiding conflict /

7
10

v8 "..spoke boldly... arguing persuasively about the Kingdom of God." / Correcting / with
authority / rebuking.
See Paul's ministry: 1 Cor 15:1-4. 2 Tim 4:2. Gal 1:3-10. Eph 4:15f.

Why did the Believers have a bonfire of valuable books instead of selling them?

Publicly burning of the scrolls was an act of repentance from all the evil practices of sorcery. It
also took these books out of circulation rather than selling them on to corrupt others.

How should Believers react today to the spread of opposing religious teachings?

".. Always be prepared to give the reason for the hope that you have. … with gentleness & respect." (1
Pet 3:15.) / "Preach the Word; … correct, rebuke & encourage—with great patience & careful
instruction." 2 Tim 4:2. / Pray for courage to remain faithful to the Gospel. Ac 4:23-31. Ep 6:19-20
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20 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Acts 20:24.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

The Holy Spirit had clearly warned Paul of prison and hardship in Jerusalem. Why was he
still determined to go there?
v24. His goal and vision in life was to complete the task the Lord Jesus had given him (Acts
9:15-16.) - to testify to the Gospel of God's grace. (Cf. Heb 12:1-3. Luke 9:51. Mk 10:32-33.)
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” – Jim Elliot.

What was the commitment Paul put to the Ephesian elders, and why?

Paul revealed that times of severe trial lay ahead for the Church in Ephesus. Savage wolves
even from within the Church! So be on your guard. (v28.) Keep watch over YOURSELVES and ALL
THE FLOCK of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. / See Eph 6:10-18.


3

5

10

EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

How could Paul cope in the way that he did with the accidental death of Eutychus?
It is evident that Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit; he displayed the power of the Spirit
working in him giving him great liberty to preach for so long (note Matt 10:19b.), and working
through him in raising Eutychus from the dead. (See Rom 8:9-11.)

What can you find out about the Christ-like lifestyle Paul had had in Ephesus?

v18f. His life had been exemplary "the whole time" / He had served the Lord with great humility
and with tears. / He had patiently endured persecution. /He had not compromised his faithfulness
to the Word of God. (v26-27.)/ He had shown diligence from house to house. / Preached to Jews
and Gentiles - repent and have faith in Jesus.

At Paul's departure what evidences do we see of shared love and concern?

Knelt together in prayer - committing each other to the care and grace of God. / Wept,
embraced and kissed each other. / Grieved by the fact of this final farewell. /


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

Paul hadn't time to visit Ephesus. What assurance do we have of his genuine concern
4
for the Believers there?
v 17. From Miletus Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the Church in order to encourage
them and build them up to help the Church face coming trials.

8

On what basis was Paul’s confidence for the Church in Ephesus despite the great trials
ahead?
He committed them to GOD and to the Word of His GRACE (V32.) which can build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.


1

2

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

Travelling to Macedonia Paul’s interest was not in sight-seeing - what was his interest
in? What does this imply?
Paul's interest was in "speaking many words of encouragement". It is obvious he was meeting up
with Believers to encourage them. See 2 Cor 11:28-29.

When was Paul's last day in Troas and what did he spend it doing?

His last day was the first day of the week - Sunday. He spent it with the Believers breaking
bread (Lord's Supper) and "talking" to them for hours. (no doubt preaching and teaching)

9

How did Paul demonstrate - "It is more blessed to give than to receive"? (v. 35.)

Paul's motive in his work was not self-centred (not covetousness, greed, self-glory etc.) He
laboured to help the weak and provide for others.
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21 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Revelation 2:10.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

3 Paul was very aware of what lay ahead for him, but what affect would the disciples’ attitude
and advice have on him in Tyre and Caesarea?
They were "breaking his heart" (v 13) and making his difficult objective more of a trial. They were
reluctant to accept the will of God. (Cf. Jesus disciples resisting His going to die in Jerusalem.)

9 How did God use ungodly powers to rescue Paul at that time? Can you think of other Biblical

incidents of God using ungodly people to accomplish His purposes?

God brought along the Roman commander in time to rescue Paul from the evil intentions of the mob.
God often used ungodly powers in His plans. See Ezra 1:1-2. / Hab 1:5-13. / Acts 2:22-24.


1

EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What parallel do you find in the attitude of the disciples in Tyre and the disciples in John 11:716? How would you explain their attitude?
In both cases the disciples wanted to avoid going to a place where they anticipated opposition and even
death despite the fact that God had revealed suffering and death was to be! They were resisting the plan
and purposes of God!

4 What was remarkable about the home they stayed in at Caesarea? What significance might be

attached to the daughters’ virginity?

It was the home of Philip the evangelist who served as a deacon in the early Church. (Acts 6:5.) Philip's
daughters may have remained unmarried as an evidence of their deep devotion to God in their prophetic
ministry. (See Luke 2:36-37. 1 Cor. 7:8, & 32-35.)

6 How did the Church leaders respond to the reports of Paul's ministry among the Gentiles? Had

they any difficulties?

They praised God for the Gentile believers BUT anticipated problems from the believing Jews if they felt
that their culture and practices were being rejected.

8 What caused the Jews to turn against Paul despite his efforts to identify with and promote
their cultural practices?

Some Jews for the province of Asia stirred up the people on false pretences to oppose the Christian
faith proclaimed by Paul. (v 27-30.)


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

5 Do you think the ministry of Agabus was meant to be an encouragement or a discouragement
for Paul? Explain your answer.
Surely it was meant to be an encouragement in that it assured Paul that he was on the right track as
God had already revealed to him the outcome of his service for God. (see Acts 9:16. John 16:33.)

7 What action did the Church leaders propose to assure the Jewish converts that Paul's

message did not required Jews to abandon their culture and practices?

Paul was to show that he supported the Jewish purification rites. Paul went along with the Jewish way
of life as long as it was not seen as contributing to salvation. See 1 Cor 9:19-23.

 DECISIONS - to do or not to do.
2 Was the disciples’ reaction to Paul going to Jerusalem a response in step with the Spirit?

It may seem to be (v 4) but a wrong conclusion; the Spirit had clearly revealed God's plan to Paul (see
Acts 9:16. 20:23. 21:11.) The disciples response was contrary to the revealed will of God until 21:14.

10 Why do you think Paul wanted an opportunity to speak to the blood-thirsty mob who wanted to

kill him?

Paul wanted opportunity to clarify the message of the Gospel and to call them to repentance.
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- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: 2 Timothy 3:12.

 REVELATIONS – of God or from God.
2 How did God bring such a religious zealot to repent and be converted to the "Way" of Jesus?

God convinced Saul of the Deity of Jesus and that He had been raised from the dead and exalted in
Heaven. Once Saul accepted that he was ready to truat and obey Jesus.

4 How did the vision affect him? And what was the only known antidote?

The vision left him blind - no longer able to see the way he had wanted to go. This loss of purpose and
direction was only relieved by hearing and accepting the words of the LORD - Jesus, whom he had
previously opposed (see Acts 9:15-19.) Now he was on a different "Way"!


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

List the highlights Paul gave of his zealous Jewish background prior to his conversion.

1

v 2-4. .. a Jew, born in Tarsus .., brought up in Jerusalem. Disciple of Gamaliel.. zealous for God ..
persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them
into prison,...obtained permission to persecute them in other cities.
On that Damascus road what evidence did Saul give to show that he was now ready and

3

willing to submit to the teachings of Jesus Christ?
He fell down before the Lord / addressed Him as Lord / Asked what he needed to do / followed the
instructions Jesus gave him. Contrast Matt 19:16-22.

5

How did Paul describe the character of Ananias, the messenger God sent to him?

v 12. A devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. (A Christian worker
should be good and respectable in his standard of living. 1 Tim 3:7. 1 Pet 2:12.)


7

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How did Paul's attitude prior to his conversion prove to be typical of the attitude his fellow
Jews would show against him? And what affect would it have on his ministry?
Religious Saul had been intolerant towards the Christians beating, arresting and even persecuting
them unto death – so would his fellow Jews towards him! God was going to send him to the Gentiles.

10

In the light of Romans 13:1-5 are Believers always to submit to the laws and actions of the
authorities of their country to enjoy God's favour? In your answer consider also Mark 12:17. / Ex
1:15-21. / 1 Sam 24:3-7. 2 Sam 1:5-16. /Acts 5:29. 4:19-20.
The Christian principle will be to give first place to the laws of the Kingdom of God - First we are
subjects of God and His kingdom and our first allegiance is to Him, whatever the cost. Matt 6:33.

6

 DECISIONS

- to do or not to do

What do you think about the advice in Ecclesiastes 3:7 that is clearly backed up by what
God told Paul while in a trance in Jerusalem?
We are called to be witnesses but there will be times when it will be wise to remain silent or remove
ourselves from a perilous situation. Egs from Scripture: Acts 9:23-25. 14:5-7. Luke 23:8-10. Mark
11:27-33.

8

What did the people of Jerusalem decide to do after hearing Paul's testimony of God's
dealings with him?
Exactly what he would have done before his conversion - they wanted to have him put to death!

As a Christian was Paul right to appeal to his Roman citizenship in order to be treated
differently?

9

It is right for a Christian to challenge their accusers in the light of the laws of his country. See 1Tim
2:1-3. / John 18:19-23.
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23 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Joshua 1:5.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

Do you think there was a hint of bad news as well as good news for Paul in the revelation he
received from the Lord?

4

The good news was the encouragement God gave him in his struggle, but there was also the suggestion
that there was more of the same ahead for him in Rome. See Acts 9:15-16.

6

How did God rescue Paul from such a serious threat?

God used a child! Paul’s nephew (v 19.) overheard the plot and alerted the Roman commander


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What evidences can you think of in Paul's (Saul's) background that would confirm his claim
in verse 1?

1

In good conscience he had sought to serve God. Acts 22:3 "I am a Jew,... I was thoroughly trained in
the law .... zealous for God. 1Ti 1:13 ... I acted in ignorance and unbelief. See Phil 3:4-6. Rom 10:2-3. [A
seared conscience! 1 Tim 4:2.]

5

How serious and imminent was the Jewish plot against Paul? And should Paul be afraid?

9

Can you think of some of the other times when evil men plotted against God’s plans in vain?

It was serious – 40 men determined to have Paul killed. It was imminent – they made an oath not to
eat or drink until Paul was killed! Paul need NOT be anxious! Note Acts 23:11.
Psalm 2:1-12. / Luke 18:31-34. / Matt 21:33-41. / Isaiah 36:13-18 & 37:14-17, 21, 33-35.


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How was Paul able to remain true to the Gospel and yet divide the Sanhedrin in their
3
opposition to him?
Knowing there were Sadducees present (who don't believe in the resurrection. v 8.) Paul indicated that
the accusation against him focused upon his belief in the resurrection from the dead. 1 Cor 15:16-19.

10

Paul was obviously in the will of the Lord. see v 11. What can we learn about being in the will
of God from Paul’s experiences?

Jesus said “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart I have overcome the world.” (Jn 16:33.)
The will of God may lead us through many trials but God has promised His presence and protection and
the assurance of His good and perfect will if we will trust in Him. Ps 23:4. Heb 12:1-3. 2 Tim 3:10-17.


DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

2

What can we learn from Paul's encounter with the high priest?

7

What did the Roman centurion use to rescue Paul from what seemed like certain death?

Although we are right to condemn lawlessness from those in positions of power we are to respect the
leaders who are appointed to have authority over us. See 1 Tim 2:1-4. 1 Sam 24:5-13.

8

2 centurions, 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen and 200 spearmen!

Who was Paul being sent to and why?

But see 2 Kings 6:17. Matt 26:53.

Paul was being sent by the centurion Claudius Lysias to Governor Felix, although there was no official
charge against him, because the centurion did not know what else to do with Paul.
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24 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: 2 Tim 1:8.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

5

What key doctrine of Christian faith did Paul bring into his defence before Felix? and why?

7

What message did Paul proclaim to Felix?

The resurrection of the dead. - A reference to the resurrection of Jesus the "Nazarene" from the dead.
It was an issue that had successfully divided the Jewish opposition against him on an earlier occasion Acts 23:6-8. An essential identifying truth of the Gospel. 1 Cor 15:14-21. Is 53:10-11.
Paul preached righteousness, self-control and judgment to come. Unlike Tertullus Paul did not try to
boost Felix's ego. He exposed his sinful nature and his need to repent and have faith in Christ Jesus.


1

EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

Who was the prosecuting lawyer brought against Paul? and what charges did he bring?

Tertullus was the lawyer the Jewish leaders used and he charged Paul of being a troublemaker, stirring
up riots among the Jews, a ringleader of the Nazarene sect and a temple desecrator.

2

Would these alleged charges be of concern to the Roman governor?

Yes. Riots - a disturber of the peace. The "Nazarene" sect may have been considered an illegal religious
group, and to desecrate the Jewish temple could have stirred a Jewish uprising.


4

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How did Paul answer to the alleged charges against him?

The facts did not agree with the charges. The witnesses were not present! Needed a quota of
witnesses. See Deut 17:6. 19:15. The "sect" he was accused of belonging to upheld the Law and the
Prophets! He had observed Jewish customs In the temple. He had not been the cause of the unrest.

10

What assurances do you think Paul could have found comfort in during these years of
unlawful imprisonment?

Paul knew the Word of God was not chained. (2 Tim 2:8-10.) He was never ashamed of having to suffer
for the cause of Christ and His Kingdom. See 2 Tim 1:8-12. Paul had been told what to expect to suffer for
Christ. Ac 9:16. He knew that he would get to Rome with the Gospel. Ac 23:11.


3

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

Compare the introductions of Tertullus and Paul in addressing Felix.

Tertullus used very complimentary language which may not have truly reflected the sentiment of the
Jews towards any Roman governor! Paul's introduction was factual and sincere.

What do you think may have contributed to Felix appearing to show some leniency towards
the prisoner?

6

Felix was well acquainted with the Way (v.21.) and seems to have had some interest in finding out more
about the message of the Way. He sent for Paul frequently and talked with him.

8

What was Felix's response to Paul message to him?

9

What motives did Felix have for wanting to keep Paul in prison?

Felix was afraid! The great Roman governor was afraid of the message of the prisoner, Paul! He told
Paul he had heard enough for now and said he would send for him again at a convenient time. (v. 25.) Like
many who hear the Gospel Felix only wanted to put off making any decision at the time. (Also he was
married to someone else's wife!)
He hoped Paul might offer him a bribe in order to secure his release. He wanted to show favour to the
Jews - perhaps influenced by his Jewish wife.
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9

25 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Matt 5:11.

How did Festus summarize the case against Paul when informing king Agrippa and Bernice
about it?
He expressed surprise that they wanted to condemn Paul on points of disagreement about religion and
because he believed Jesus was alive when they claimed he was dead! Note - the resurrection of Jesus was
and is a central doctrine of Christian faith. See Acts 2:22-24, 32-33. 3:26. 5:30-32. Luke 24:46-49.
etc.


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

1 Why did the Jewish leaders want the newly appointed governor Festus to send Paul to
Jerusalem for trial? and why did they think they might get him to attend to it urgently?
They were planning an ambush to kill Paul along the way, and they hoped Festus would agree to send
him to Jerusalem as a means of developing a good relationship with them!

3

5

What serious flaws came to light when Festus arranged for Paul's trial in Caesarea?

The Jews brought many serious charges - but they had no proof to support them!

What argument or defence did Paul use before his accusers?

v8 I have done nothing wrong against.. Jews.. Temple ... Caesar. v11. if I am guilty ..I do not refuse to
die.

6

What conclusion had Festus come to about Paul and the accusations being brought
against him?
v25 I found he had done nothing deserving of death.


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How and why did Paul end up having to be sent to Rome (where God had already said he
would testify to the Gospel)? (Acts 23:11.)

7

Paul, as a Roman citizen, wanted to be judged in a Roman court because he was aware of the evil intent
of the Jews against him and the Gospel. Paul had been given the freedom to choose, so he chose to
appeal to Caesar and be judged before him.


2

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

Do you think it was just chance that Festus did not give in to their request? Can you
explain or support your answer?
Surely God had influenced Festus' response to the Jews' request. God had revealed to Paul at
different times that he was to be a witness for Him in Jerusalem and even in Rome. Acts 9:15-16. 23:11.
Paul – and every Believer - is immortal until his work is done!

4

Did you notice anything strange or improper about Festus' response to Paul's defence?

He wanted to show favour to the Jews. It seems strange that a prisoner is allowed the freedom to
decide if he is willing to be tried where the governor wants him to be tried.

Why do you think Festus was eager to discuss Paul's case with king Agrippa and even to
arrange a special hearing where Paul could set forth his defence?

8

Festus was hoping king Agrippa would have a better understanding of the religious background of the
case (25:26. see 26:3.) and be able to explain the bitter and murderous attitude of the Jewish religious
leaders.

10

What problem did Festus have in sending Paul to appear before Caesar?

v26 I have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him. v27. I think it is unreasonable to send
on a prisoner without specifying the charges against him. (What should he have done if he had no charges
against him? Compare Pilate's dilemma in John 19:4-16.)
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26 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Acts 5:30-31

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

What did Paul say was the critical theme in his message that caused the religious leaders
to oppose him?
v.6-8. The message of the resurrection (of Jesus). This is an essential truth of the Gospel that is
still strongly disputed today. See Acts 2:22-24, 31-33. 5:30-32. 1 Cor 15:13-14.

6

What did God reveal to Paul about the work He wanted him to take on to do?

8

What obvious change do we discover in Paul's life and message?

v. 16-18. To become a witness of the Gospel, turning people from darkness and confusion to light and
forgiveness of sins and assurance of a place among the sanctified.
The blasphemer and persecutor now preaching the very truths he had so vigorously opposed. Showing
love and concern for those who disagreed with him, not hatred and persecution! (2 Cor 5:17.)

9

Note the sources of revelation Paul relied on in his new ministry.

v.13-15, 19. The voice of Jesus from heaven. see Matt 7:24-27. / v. 6, 22-23. The message of Moses
and the Prophets. / v.18, 23. Faith in Jesus Christ.
Compare 1 Cor 15:3-7.


1

EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What would you say about Paul's attitude and respect towards Agrippa in making his
defence against the false accusations of the Jews.
Paul displayed proper respect and politeness in presenting his defence. See 1 Pet 2:17. 1 Tim 2:1-4.

Why does it seem strange that the Jewish religious leaders would be opposed to someone
with Paul's background?

2

Paul was a well-known very religious Pharisee, had openly resisted the faith in "the Way” (Ac 24:14. Jn
14:6.), and had done many things to oppose the message about Jesus of Nazareth (Acts 26:9.)

4 What did Paul do as a zealot for God that was in direct opposition to God?

The Father had sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world. (1 John 4:14) But Paul did all he possibly
could do to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth, having the full backing of the Jewish religion! v.9


5

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

What assurance changed the course of Paul’s zeal for God?

v.12-18 He now knew and believed that Jesus was God in heaven and although He had died He was now
alive, and that Jesus had forgiven him and commissioned him in His service See 1 Tim 1:12-14


DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

7

Did Paul have any choice in the change in his life?

10

What different responses do we find from Festus and from Agrippa to Paul’s testimony?

Yes! v.19. He told Agrippa he was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. Obviously a choice he had
to make. Note Adam’s choice and decision. Gen 2:16-17. 3:6. See also Jonah. Jonah 1:1-3. 3:1-3.

v.24. Festus concluded that Paul was insane! / v.28. Agrippa put off making any decision and
treated the message of repentance and faith in Jesus as something he could consider some other time.
See 2 Cor 6:2. Heb 3:7-8.
What is your response to the message that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour
God has given for mankind? Read Romans 3:21-26.
By John Nixon

www.godswordsays.com

Bible Study – ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

Using the R.E.A.D. Bookmark -

REVELATIONS – of God or from God. /EVIDENCES – of truth or of error./ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse. /DECISIONS
Acts of the apostles


6

27 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: Romans 8:28.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

Why do you think God did not intervene sooner with the angelic message of hope to Paul?

The decision makers on the voyage had chosen to ignore God warning through Paul earlier. The time
comes when God gives people up to their own decisions and the awful consequences. (See Rom 1:18f Note
v24, 26, 28.)

Can you find evidence of God’s grace; God’s omniscience (all-knowing); God’s omnipotence
(all-powerful); God’s omnipresence (everywhere present); God’s loving providence; and God’s mercy;
in verses 21-26?

7

Not one would be lost; God knew what the end result would be; He could determine the outcome of the
unpredictable storm; He remembered Paul and communed with him on the high seas; He comforted and
assured His servant Paul; He promised to deliver them all from the storm.


EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

1 Paul was going to Rome. From chapter 27 find out who was appointing this trip and who were

his travelling companions?

According to v 24 God had predestined Paul’s trip! (also Acts 23:11.) His travelling companions were
Aristarchus, Luke (author - “We”), the “other prisoners” in the care of Julius and other “soldiers” (v 32,
42.) and obviously many passengers. A total of 276 people.

4

What was it that blew away the plans and purposes of their decisions?

The “north-easter” hurricane!

8

Their opinions, their intentions, and their favourable conditions gone!

How were the sailors going to threaten the plan and purpose God had for these people?

God had committed Himself to saving the entire company on the ship but if the crew abandoned the
ship (v 30-31.) they would no longer be under God’s divine protection.

10

How did the soldiers threaten to dash the plan of God for those on board the ship?

v 42-43. The soldiers thought it better to kill the prisoners to prevent any hope of their escape but the
centurion prevented that from happening. Everyone reached the land in safety!


ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

How was the first part of their journey very difficult? And what conclusion did Paul predict
about the rest of the journey?

2

The wind was against them making sailing very difficult. Paul warned that disaster lay ahead if they
were to continue - Loss of ship and cargo and their lives in danger.

Paul was in no doubt about the outcome but how did he prepare the 276 on board for the
ordeal he knew was ahead?

9

He assured them of God’s plan to deliver all of them (v 24-26.), and he urged them to eat food to
sustain them in the imminent shipwreck ordeal.


3

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

What factors influenced the decision to continue on their journey?

The pilot and owner wanted to go on. (Expert opinions) / The hope of reaching a more favourable harbour
before winter. (Good intentions) / The gentle favourable wind. (favourable conditions.) – these factors can
often influence people’s decisions.

5

What actions did the experienced seamen take to try to avoid disaster? Compare the
seamen in Jonah 1:6, 13-16.

They gave way to the wind; they sought the shelter of the lee side of the island; they passed ropes
under and around the boat in an attempt to hold it together; they lowered the sea anchors; they threw
the cargo overboard along with the ship’s tackle and then gave up all hope! (v.15-20.)
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28 Answer the questions in numerical order – 1,2,3,4…

- to do or not to do.

Memory verse: 1Tim 2:3b-4.

REVELATIONS – of God or from God.

What changed their mind about Paul, and what further wrong conclusion did they come to?

When Paul showed no sign of sickness from the snake bite they assumed that he was a god! (see Mk
16:18.) Cf Acts 14:8-18.

4

What happened on Malta that reminds us of the words of Jesus in John 11:4?

The chief official’s father was sick but God was glorified when Paul healed him and also healed many
other sick people on the island.

7

What was the basis of Paul’s arguments concerning the message and ministry of Jesus
Christ?
Paul developed his arguments from “the Law and the Prophets”. Our authority today is based on that
sure foundation and we must not be moved from it! (1 Cor 15:1-4. Acts 26:19-23. Luke 24:44-49.)

9

What prophecy of Scripture did Paul see being fulfilled in this response?

They will be hearing but never understanding… The alternative would be to hear and understand and
turn (repent) and be healed by God.

1



EVIDENCES – of truth or of error.

What evidences do we have that Paul was obviously in God’s care?

God had promised him that he and all with him would be saved. He had said Paul was to testify for Him
in Rome (Acts 23:11. 27:24.), and so far nothing has succeeded in stopping his journey to Rome. Even the
deadly viper had no effect on Paul! Don’t forget while we walk in the will of God we are immortal until our
work on earth is done!

2

What conclusion did the friendly islanders on Malta jump to when the viper bit Paul?

They concluded that he must be a murderer for although he had escaped the shipwreck he had not
escaped the judgment of death. Beware of judging from appearances! John 7:24. 9:1-3. Luke 13:1-5.

10

What conclusion did Paul bring from this that was also a fulfilment of the plan and purpose
of God?
God’s Salvation was to be sent to the Gentiles and they will listen. Note – In many places the time of
the Gentiles listening and responding seems to be passing or be past! See Rom 11:11-36.


5

ASSURANCES – a blessing or a curse.

Count your many blessings! Can you recall some of the blessings and encouragements Paul
experiences on his eventful and difficult trip to Rome?
The power of God (27:25. 28:5, 8-9.); the presence of God (27:23.), the promises of God (27:22-24.);
the fellowship and encouragement of other Believers (27:2. 28:14-15.); the “freedom” of house arrest
(28:16f., 30.); the opportunities to proclaim the Gospel (28:23, 31.)


6

DECISIONS

- to do or not to do.

What were the circumstances that led to Paul being “compelled to appeal to Caesar”?

Although he had done nothing against the Jews he was arrested by them and handed over to the
Romans. (1 Pet 2:20) / Although the Romans found him not guilty of any crime deserving death they were
being influenced by the Jews who wanted him killed - Hence Paul’s appeal to Caesar. (v. 17-20.)

8

What were the different responses of the Jews to Paul’s proclamation of the Gospel of
Christ based on their Scriptures?

v 24. Some were convinced by what he said but others would not believe. There was a division among
them and the unbelievers walked out!
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